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EDUCATION 
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 Emphasis: Media and new technologies, mass media organizations and   
  structures, journalism education.   

Dissertation Topic: Multimedia in the Mainstream: Analyzing Legacy News 
Traditions in Online Journalism  

 Advisor & Committee  
  Chair: Randal Beam 
  Committee Members: Richard Kielbowicz, Nancy Rivenburgh,    
  Gina Neff, Jennifer Stuber (School of Social Work). 

 
1983 M.S. Broadcast Journalism 
  S. I. Newhouse School of Communication, Syracuse University 
  Syracuse, NY    
   
  Thesis Documentary: Urban Homesteading 
 Advisor: Vernone Sparkes 
 
1982 B.A. History & Journalism 

 University of Washington 
 Seattle, Washington 

AWARDS & HONORS 
 
Scholarship Recipient — Mortar Board: Madeline Jones Campbell Scholarship 
 2007-2008 
Inductee — University of Washington – Husky Hall of Fame 
 1989 & 2001 (Rowing - Varsity Eight 1981 & Varsity Eight 1982) 
Region 11 Spot News Award — National Press Photographers Association 
 1996 
Best Sportscast — Washington State Associated Press 
 1994 
Scholarship Recipient — National Association of Broadcasters H. E. Fellows Scholarship  
 1982 
Member - Mortar Board Senior Honor Society — University of Washington Tolo Chapter 
 1981-1982 
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EMPLOYMENT  
 
Autumn 2009–present: Northwest University     Kirkland, WA 
Assistant Professor of Communication 

• Courses include: Introduction to Digital Media, Principles of Multimedia, Mass 
Communication, Photography, Fundamentals of Speech 

 
2006–2009: University of Washington          Seattle, WA 
Teaching Assistant/Research Assistant 

• Teaching in undergraduate-level courses, either as an assistant to a department professor or 
as the sole instructor for smaller courses. Research assistance provided for specific 
projects and centers.  

• Courses included: Interpersonal Communication, American Politics & Mass Media, 
Interviewing, Navigating Networks, Mass Communication. 

 
2006–present: MEA Productions          Seattle, WA 
Owner  

• Consulting business specializing in software training, non-linear editing, and photography 
 
2001–2006: Grass Valley—Thomson Media Seattle, WA 
Digital News Products Instructor/Training Developer    

• Taught computer-based editing, media management and asset management to newsroom 
personnel in network and local broadcasting 

• Developed and implemented new training materials for news products 
• Sales representative for demonstrations and trade shows 
• Recruitment and coordination of contract trainers 

 
1991–2001: KING Television & KSTW Television                         Seattle, WA 
News Photographer—Field Producer 

• Daily production of television news stories and live broadcasts 
• Producer-photographer of various news and sports specials 
• National political campaigns ’96 and ’00, WTO-Seattle ’99, Boeing, Washington apple 

trade to Japan, UW basketball, NCAA tournaments, NBA and MLB All-Star games 
 
1988–1990: English Language Institute                                                 San Dimas, CA 
Recruiting Representative 

• Developer and nationwide presenter for overseas teaching program. 
• Expanded recruitment efforts to several new areas and increased new teacher commitments 

by 30% 
 
English Teacher 

• Curriculum developer and teacher of university students—Ningxia University  
Yinchuan, Ningxia, Peoples’ Republic of China 
 

 



Margaret Achterman 

3  

1987–1988: KTUU Television                                                            Anchorage, AK 
News Photographer-Field Producer 

• Daily production of television news stories and live broadcasts 
• Producer-photographer for various news and sports specials 

 
1985–1987: KING Television                                                  Seattle, WA 
News Photographer Assistant 

• Coordinator and assistant on news live shots 
• Audio technician 

 
1983–1985: KOMO Television                                              Seattle, WA 
Television Traffic Assistant 

• Scheduler of daily advertising materials 
• Constant connection with sales force and clients to assure schedules and content 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
2011 - present  Online News Association 
2007 - present  Broadcast Education Association 
2006 - present  Association for Educators in Journalism & Mass Communication 

• Divisions: Visual Communication, Electronic Journalism, 
Newspaper 

• Paper reviewer, 2012 
1993 - present  National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 
1985 - present  National Press Photographers Association 
1981-1984   American Women in Radio & Television 
1978-1985   Women in Communication 

PUBLICATIONS & CONFERENCES 
 
(with Anita Verna Crofts, Kathryn Gretsinger, Tabitha Hart) Building, Maintaining, and 
Evaluating Communication Internships, National Communication Association, Chicago, IL 
(2014) (submitted for consideration) 
 
(with Kate Starbird; Jim Maddock; Mania Orand; Robert M. Mason) Rumors, False Flags, and 
Digital Vigilantes: Misinformation on Twitter after the 2013 Boston Marathon Bombing, 
iConference, Berlin, Germany; March 2014 
 
How to let go of your child going to college, The Seattle Times, August 30, 2013  
 
Multimedia in the Mainstream. Convergence and Society, Reno, NV; October 2009 
 
Recorders & Cameras & Phones, Oh My: Using ubiquitous technology to teach great 
interviewing skills. Convergence and Society: The Participatory Web, Columbia, SC; October 
2008 
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Improving Interviewing Skills with New Technologies. Symposium of Teaching & Learning, 
Seattle, WA, 2008 
 
The Good Life, News Photographer, 62(9), 49-50. 

PRESENTATIONS & LEADERSHIP 
 

• Tankard Book Award Judge — Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication, 2014 

• Student Newsroom Mentor — Online News Association 
Atlanta, GA 2013; San Francisco, CA 2012 

• Panel Member — Should We Teach ‘Big Cameras?” Broadcast Educators Association, Las 
Vegas, NV 2012 

• Panel Member — Is the Television Package Dead? Broadcast Educators Association, Las 
Vegas, NV 2010 

• Panel Moderator — Teaching Multimedia: Three approaches. Convergence and Society, 
Reno, NV 2009 

• Plenary Session Speaker — University of Washington Teaching Assistant’s Conference,  
2008  

• Workshop Leader — University of Washington Teaching Assistant’s Conference,  
2007 & 2008 

o Social Science Sections 
o Graduate School After 40 

 
RESEARCH  ACTIVITIES 
 
Social Media (SoMe) Lab - "Social Media:  Learning from the Boston Marathon Bombing." 
Research with Robert Mason (University of Washington Information School) and Kate Starbird 
(University of Washington Human Centered Design & Engineering).  
 
Dart Center for Journalism & Trauma - Expanding the Dart Center’s presence in journalism 
education (during BEA, RTNDA & AEJMC). Continuing research into mental health 
stigmatization in the press. 
 
Mental Health Transformation Project – Research Assistant for Jennifer Stuber (Principal 
Investigator, University of Washington School of Social Work). Conducted content analysis of 
Washington State newspapers (10 year sample) to determine the use of stigmatizing language 
surrounding the coverage of mental health. This research is being used as a basis for producing 
printed guidelines and workshops in order to improve reporting and writing about mental health 
concerns.  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 
• Community Advisory Council — KPLU; Western Washington public radio.  
 2013 - present 
• Board Member — New Horizons; ministry to street youth in Seattle. 

2013 - present 
• Mayoral Appointee — City of Seattle's Citizens' Telecommunications and Technology 

Advisory Board. 
 2007-2009 

o Review decisions concerning cable and technology for Seattle. 
• University Presbyterian Church 

o Board of Elders  
o Cathedral Choir  
o Katrina Housing Relief Team  
o Habitat for Humanity Team  

• Board member — National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences - NW Chapter.  
 2004-2006 

• National Press Photographers Association 
o Plenary Session Speaker - Still & Video: Speaking One Language, National Press 

Photographers Association Women in Photojournalism Conference.  
August 2007 

o Conference presenter — National Press Photographers Association’s Women in 
Photojournalism.  
August 2004 & 2005 

o Judge — National Television Photography of the Year Competition. 
1998 

• Fellow — Institute for Educational Inquiry - Journalists & Educators Summit. 
2000 & October 2006 

o Execute educational programs for journalists and educators to foster greater 
understanding and relationships. 

 
Northwest University 
• Identity & Vocation (UCOR 1052) — facilitator, 2013 – present 
• International Care and Community Development M.A. — admissions committee, 2012 - 

present 
• Recruiting, pricing, scholarship — focus group participant, 2013  
• REACH Uganda Mission — team coach, June 2013 
 
University of Washington 
• Planning Committee Member — UW Symposium for Teaching & Learning, 

  2009 
• Executive Board Member — Communication Graduate Student Association, 

2008-2009  
• Rowing Steward — University of Washington Rowing Program, 1995-2006 


