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Seattle Pacific University Library

BIO2102 – FINDING ARTICLES

Primary Scientific Literature: reports data and procedures of specific study, in the scientific format which includes Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion sections.

News or Magazine Article: reviews, summarizes, and/or comments on scientific studies

Intermediary Sources: science journal review articles or science books report and analyze scientific issues in more depth and detail than news or magazine articles.

Finding Newspaper, Magazine, or Popular Science Magazine Articles:
- Browse Online Newspapers or Science Magazines: Here are a couple places to start:

· sciencedaily.com
· sciencenews.org
· nytimes.com
*Very current news articles may reference new scientific research articles that are not yet available for free online.
- Academic Search Premiere (EBSCOHost) and Reseach Library Complete (Proquest) provide access to a variety of articles, many in full-text, from journals, magazines and newspapers.
- Newspaper Source: provides access to full-text online newspaper articles.
- Google Advanced Search: provides access to web-based news articles.  
Finding Scientific Articles in the Field of Biology: (access via Subject Guides: Science and Technology: Databases on the Library website: http://www.spu.edu/library)
- Biological Abstracts – The main life sciences research database to articles from over 3700 periodicals, including some in full text.
- Academic Search Premiere or Research Library Complete.  Start by using the scholarly peer reviewed journal limiter for academic articles. Academic Search Premiere has a greater range of professional journals and full text articles online.

- MEDLINE – medical research database identifying both research and clinical articles
- Google Scholar Advanced Search: provides access to both news and journal articles.
NOTE: Often your news article will only give the author(s) of the scientific article. Search by author using the databases above and then browse the results to find the article by topic and general date of publication. Verify by comparing the news and science articles to see if they match. You may have to find a different news article if it’s not based on a scientific article or if you can’t find or get the scientific article.

Obtaining Items:
- SPU Library: check Journals A-Z for full-text online or paper copies (on lower level)
- Inter Library Loan (ILLiad): Plan for a one to two-week turn-around time. 
- Other Regional Libraries: UW Libraries; particularly their Natural Sciences Library, Seattle University (SU), Pacific Lutheran University (PLU), University of Puget Sound (UPS), where journals used on-site. 
Carrie Fry, Sciences Librarian: 281-2124; cfry@spu.edu 
