
 

 

 

PSY3588 - Literature Searching Approaches 
 
 

Search Strategies/Techniques: 

+Keyword  +Author +Boolean Connectors (and/or)  +Phrase +Thesaurus 

 

+Subject +Indirect Subject    +Build in Steps (large sets to smaller) +References 

 

+Limiting/Refining (e.g. journal title; by age group; methodology)   

 

 

Identify Books, etc.:   

- SPU Primo: Keyword, Subject, Title, Author searches 

 

 

Identify Periodical Articles: (locate via Psychology subject guide) 

- PsycINFO: indexing to the world’s research literature, including over 450 full text titles 

- MEDLINE via EBSCOhost: indexing the world’s medical research literature, including full 
text articles 

 

 

Locate the full text: 

1. SPU Primo: search by journal title to see if we have access in print, microfilm, or another database 

2. Google Scholar: check by article title to see if it might be available online for free 

3. Request that an item be sent to SPU: 

o Summit: free 3-5 day delivery of BOOKS to Circulation counter for 6 week checkout 

o Interlibrary Loan (ILL): 1-2 week delivery of ARTICLES OR BOOKS (if unavailable through 
Summit). Usually free, or else up to $15 per request. Requesting ILL items within 
PsycINFO and MEDLINE will autofill the request form. 

4. Other Regional Libraries: check out books in person from all Summit participating libraries in 
Washington State, Oregon, and Idaho with your SPU ID and use journals/databases on-site  

 

 

APA Reference Guide:  

- Citations, Style Manuals, and RefWorks - APA 

 

Kristen Hoffman, Psychology and Scholarly Communications Librarian 

SPU Library, Office 126 

206.281.2423 

khoffman@spu.edu 

http://spu.edu/library
http://ezproxy.spu.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=psyh
http://ezproxy.spu.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=cmedm
http://spu.edu/library
http://ezproxy.spu.edu/login?url=http://scholar.google.com
http://summit.worldcat.org/
http://spu.edu/library/about-the-library/departments/interlibrary-loan
https://www.orbiscascade.org/member/
http://spu.edu/library/subject-guides/citations-style-manuals-and-refworks#APA

