
group Bible Study – April 9, 2008 
 
Read Mark chapter 1 (again) 
 
Reflection: Bob Zurinsky, Center for Worship, bob@spu.edu  
 
 
Tonight at group Ellen will be sharing briefly about this strange and radical message that Jesus 
came preaching in Mark 1. Think about these words:  
  

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 
"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
the good news!" 

  
This is the very beginning of Mark’s gospel, and this is the first message that Jesus preached. And 
that ’s an important point. That means that this is Jesus overarching message – this is the heart of 
what it’s all about. This whole book of Mark somehow falls under this big theme: 

  
The time has come! The kingdom of God has come near! 
  

At his baptism, the Holy Spirit falls on Jesus, and he is empowered to preach God’s kingdom. 
And his proclamation isn’t limited to words: 
  
--- He also heals. He takes broken bodies and makes them whole. 
--- He casts out evil spirits. He restores broken minds and hearts. 
--- He embraces the ones who are pushed out of society. He touches the man with leprosy and 
makes his body clean. 
  
All of these miracles are signs that the kingdom has come near. All of these miracles mean that 
Jesus is for real – here in this man God is being revealed; the day of the LORD has come. This is 
the messiah who will save all of God’s creation. Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

  
Later in the book of Mark, Jesus will use parables to describe God’s kingdom. He will say that the 
kingdom of God is like the tiniest little seed, so small that you can’t see it very well. But before 
you know it, this seed has become a massive tree. He says the kingdom of God is like that seed 
and that tree. 
  
And that gives us hope. Because let’s be honest, our world is still waiting. We are still broken. But 
the seed of the kingdom has been planted in this earth. Starting with Jesus himself, and now 
with us. And one day, when we least expect it, we will turn around and see that this seed has 
become a great tree. God will show up, and all will be made right. This is why we sing! 
  
  
Question: 
  
Jesus came preaching the kingdom of God, and demonstrating that kingdom by healing and 
embracing those who were pushed to the margins of society.  If we are called to follow him 
and do as he did, who should we be embracing?  Make a list of people whose lives you can 
touch this week—and commit yourself to it.  At least one person, for heaven’s sake! 
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