
group Bible Study – May 23, 2007 
 
Read Acts chapters 22-24 
 
Reflection: Bob Zurinsky, Campus Ministries 
 
 
When the apostle Paul was confronted with the living Jesus on the road to Damascus, his 
life was forever changed.  Paul was blinded by the light of the Lord, and remained blind 
until he had obeyed the command of Jesus: go to Damascus.  Once in Damascus, he was 
met by Ananias.  And these are the words that Ananias had for him: 
 

“The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous 
One and to hear words from his mouth.  You will be his witness to all people of what 
you have seen and heard.”  (Acts 22:14-15) 

 
 
Paul’s experience was certainly more dramatic than some of ours, but it’s the same 
message that God has for us.  The God of our ancestors has chosen us – we will be his 
witnesses to all people. 
 
Throughout the centuries, Christian people have argued endlessly about what it means to 
be “chosen.”  Are we saved before we’re born; is it our choice; how can God choose to save 
some and not others… the debates go on forever.  But maybe we’re asking the wrong 
questions.  What does it really mean to be “chosen,” like Paul was?  What is our mission in 
the world? 
 
We misunderstand the gospel if we think it’s all about who God has “elected for salvation” – 
as if this whole thing is about us.  In the story of the Hebrew people, and in the story of 
Paul, being “elected by God” or “chosen” is not really about who God loves more or wants 
to save more.  It’s about who God chooses to use as his messengers. 
 
God has chosen me!  I am the “elected one”!  This is good news!  But it’s not good news 
because it means that God loves me more.  That’s ridiculous.  God doesn’t love me more 
than anyone else in the world.  But what this does mean is that I have been chosen to 
carry the good news of Jesus.  That is my special privilege – and yours.  This is what it 
means to be the people of God today. 
 
We may not be knocked off our horses by a blinding light from heaven, but God’s command 
for Paul is the same for us: 
 

“The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous 
One and to hear words from his mouth.  You will be his witness to all people of what 
you have seen and heard.”   


