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Introduction

Results DIScussIon

Beginning in the 196OS When Useem COined the term ;—agllren:lr of Domains, Categories, and Freqguencies for MKs
o . . . ummary ins, , imilariti
Third Culture Kid (TCK) a growing bOdy of literature has Domain Category Frequency Respondents  Units We fO.Und a number of similarities betwee_n the
documented the repatriation difficulties of children who Adiusting to the Home Country General ) 164 experletnces of the” MKs and tg\e O?Z?feraUOHS of the MK
: : Challenges and success of fitting into the dominant culture General 9 45 supporters, as well asS a numper Oofr dliterences.
have Spent Some pOrthn Of thelr devel()pmental yearS Advice and wishes to improve the repatriation process General 9 37 pp - - -y : : - -
outside their passport country. This cultural crisis is Navigating activities of daily living Typica 3 21 The similarities were around iriendship, navigating
: : : : : : Value -laden perceptions and cultural comparisons between everyday ||fe Stigma attached to the MK |abe| hOme
partICularIy evident for the repatrlated MISSIOoNary kid (M K) home and host countries | Typical 8 25 _ = _ _ : _ ’
Much of the foregoing research, however, was researcher valueeneuiral perceplions and culiural comparisons between Typica , 2 ::gh sipdc:efeasmgzgrl,el;irggﬁ Supﬁﬁer?;/e Zi%ac?:‘?::leonncse .
: : ' UCLU , : W |
driven (i.e., MKs respondeq to surveyor determined VIK Identity and Personal Growth Gerera . . _ oo dgy "
hypotheses) and fraught with statistical problems. Our Unigue challenges of being an MK General 9 26 In opinion between MKs and supporters regarding
. . . Emotional functioning Typical 7 16 " 1111 " " "
study responded to these issues with a research designed Reflections on the sense of home Typica 6 16 cultural differences, fitting In, and personality influences.
- - - - Plans for the future shaped by the MK experience Typical 5 11

from a COﬂSthCthlSt-lnterpreUVlSt frame USIng Consensual Expression of thankfulness for the experience of being an MK Typical 4 7 .. :
Qua"tative ResearCh (CQR) Support Systems in the Repatriation Process General 9 74 leltatlons .

S iy Genoral 5 9 Although we have taken great care to conduct this

enes Typical 8 2 project in a manner that is trustworthy, qualitative
rganizational support Typical 8 25 o _
Role of faith in challenging times Typical 4 5 endeavors have their imits. Hill et al. (2007) clearly

Note. n= 9. General = applicable to all cases; Typical = applicable to at least four cases; Variant = applicable to two or
three cases.

locate CQOR In the constructivist philosophy of science,
“with some postpositivist elements” (p. 197). The
constructivist position holds that there are, “multiply,
equally valid, socially constructed versions of ‘the truth

Participants
The participants (N = 13) included 9 MKs (4 males and 5
females) and 4 MK supporters (1 male and 3 females).

Table 2
Summary of Domains, Categories, and Freguencies for MK supporters

_ Domain Category Frequency  Respondents  Units _ _ _
MKSs rangeciljI |£18age fromI c? tl\?l 281(8M S: [)22%) SSDt:t r:]’a.lt)_ and : Adjustment o 4 33 (p. 197). Consequently, the outcome of our investigation
were aroun ears o — : = U. a etimeoO External influences promoted adaptation General 4 12 : 41

1] h y f h ( ) Difficulty understanding, engaging, and adapting to a new culture General 4 10 IS UndOUbtedIy aﬂ:eCted by the perSOna“tleS and
repatr_lathn. Three of the SUppOrterS \.Nere parents or Changes in mental health/negative emotionality General 3 8 Interactions of the participants and researchers.
guardians of MKs, and one was previously a dorm parent . personality as a factor in adjustment Typical 2 2
Interview QueStiOnS Identity N | General 4 22
_ _ _ ggling with MK label General 4 9
We develOped a_ Sstart _IlSt of queSthnS that Wer_e used N Faith and repatriation General 4 5 R e e re n Ce S
semi-structured interviews and covered: (a) missionary Identifying with host culture General 3 3
assignment experiences; (b) home leave/vacation Relationships e General X 23
ex?_erlelnce(a;) (Cc)l'ﬁrstt |m;:)tr_eSS|ons(01; home Ctount{y (f) Technology promoted relational connections  General 4 5 Hill, C. E., Knox, S., Thompson, B. J., Willlams, E. N.,
nationalis, agjusimen |SSL_|e3; e Supp(_)r _SyS ems, Difficulty forming friendships General 3 4 Hess S A & Ladanv. N. (2005). Consensual
factors that aided In preparation for repatriation; and (g) Relational outlook was expanded Typical 2 > S y 3 ) .
factors that could have helped ease repatriation_ Support Systems in the Repatriation Process General 4 25 Qua“tatlve Research: An Update- Journal of Counsellng
Lack of support and/or connectedness to resources General 4 9 _
: Christian organizations were helpful and should reach out to MKs General 4 5 P_SyChOIOgy’ 52’ 196 205 o
Data anaIyS|S. | SDesireforsupportfrom friends and family $ypica: g g Hill, C. E., ThOmpSOn, B. J., & Willlams, E. N. (1997) A
! ome support programs were patronizing ypica . : ! i

Researchers used Hill et al.’s CQR method (1997’ 2005) o Concern that MKs are ignored during missionary field work Rare 1 3 gUlde to COndUCtlng Consensual Qualltatlve Research.

analyze the data. The CQR method specifies a series of
procedures for coding data.

Note. n = 4. Rare = applicable to one case; Typical = applicable to two cases; General = applicable to three or four

CasSes.
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