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(206) 281-2323
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EDUCATION:

	Ph.D.  Curriculum, Teaching, and Educational Policy
	Michigan State University 
	East Lansing, Michigan
	2003-2007
	Completed: Summer 2007
	Dissertation title: Fluency is Belonging: Urban Middle School Students and Their 
	Textual Identities
	Dissertation of note: Children’s Literature, 37 (2009)

	M.S.  Communications 
	Florida International University
	Miami, Florida
	1994 -1996

	B.A. English 
	Calvin College
	Grand Rapids, Michigan
	1987-1991
	Secondary teaching certificate in English and Language Arts
	Language Arts minor

UNIVERSITY TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY				Fall 2007-Present
 EDU 6918 Introduction to Teaching				2007-2009
 EDU 6133 Diversity in America					2007-2010
 EDRD 4516 Children’s Literature					2007-2011
 EDRD 6530 Reading and Writing in the Content Areas 		2008-2009
 EDU 6139 Leadership in Teaching					Spring 2008	
 EDRD 6531 Children’s/Young Adult Literature			2008-2012
 EDU 6613: Standards-Based Assessment				 2008-2011
 EDU 6132: Students as Learners					2009-2010
 EDU 6361: Secondary English Methods				2009-2012
 EDRD 3530: Reading and Writing Across the Curriculum	2010-2011 


INSTRUCTOR
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY			Fall 2003-Summer 2007

TE 823 Learning Communities and Equity                       Summer 2007
University of Plymouth, England
Michigan State University Graduate Studies in Education Overseas
					
TE 301/302 Learners and Learning in Context		2003-2007, Summer 2003
Michigan State University
											
TE 891 Educational Inquiry				Spring 2006
Michigan State University					

TE 407-408: English Methods Lab				2005-2006		
Michigan State University		
							
TE 843: Reading, Writing, Reasoning			Summer 2005-2007	
Michigan State University		

TE 501-502 Field Instructor 				2003-2005	
Michigan State University			

K-12 EXPERIENCE:

Middle School English Teacher				2001-2003				
Gulliver Academy
Miami, Florida					

Discovery Therapist						2000-2001	
Westminster Christian School
Miami, Florida

Middle School English/Religion/Science Teacher		1993-1995, 1998-2000
Westminster Christian School
Miami, Florida

Middle School Language Arts Teacher			1996-1998				
Miami Christian School
Miami, Florida
								
Reading Tutor						1994-1996		
Huntington Learning Center
Miami, Florida



Substitute Teacher						1992-1993				
Sunnyside School District
Tucson, Arizona

ACADEMIC & UNIVERSITY SERVICE:

Undergraduate Chair					2010-2012
Seattle Pacific University
School of Education
· Organized award-winning bPortfolio assessment system where undergraduate teacher candidates demonstrated growth in teaching and meeting state teaching requirements with the creation of professional blogs.
· Reviewed and exercised executive judgments of student petitions.
· Facilitated meetings for undergraduate professors to ensure a coherent undergraduate program.
· Listened to and counseled undergraduate students as needed.
· Facilitated Foundations, Methods, and Internship Orientations.

Member of Blended Learning Community		2011-2012
· Part of interdisciplinary team of teachers studying the effects of blending brick and mortar course work with course work utilizing technology.

Social Mentor for Psychology Professor			2010-2011

Book Reviewer
Lewis, J. (2009). Essential Questions in Adolescent Literacy: Teachers and Researchers 
Describe What Works in Classrooms. New York: Guilford.

Program Reviewer
American Educational Research Association (2007, 2008, 2009)
National Reading Conference (2007, 2008, 2009)

Committee Member
Seattle Pacific University School of Education Diversity Committee (2007-2012)
Seattle Pacific University Faculty Council (2009-2011)
Faculty Retreat Committee Member (2010)
Teacher Education Advisory Committee (2010-2012)

Faculty Search Committee
Chair, Teacher Education Faculty Vacancy (2011)
Counselor Education Faculty Vacancy (2008)
Theology Faculty Vacancy (2009)
Curriculum & Instruction Vacancy (2009, 2010)
Economics Faculty Vacancy (2010)
History Faculty Vacancy (2010)

UNIVERSITY/K-12 COLLABORATION & LEADERSHIP:

University Coordinator				2010/2011
White Center Heights Elementary School
· Supervised four elementary pre-service teachers during their yearlong teaching practicum at an inner-city elementary school.

Going to College in 5th Grade				May 2009-2010
Dearborn Elementary School
Zion Preparatory Academy
· Led interactive storytelling session for urban fifth grade students visiting Seattle Pacific University.

North Seattle Community College				Winter 2010
· Facilitated graduate student tutoring and case study research on adult English language learners with emerging literacy skills as part of course work in Students as Learners.

Eckstein  Middle  School					Fall 2008
· Facilitated graduate student case study research on inclusive special education populations as part of course work in Diversity in America.

Y.U.Learn/Y.M.C.A.						Summer 2008
 Facilitated partnership so that Seattle Pacific University students could work in school setting with adolescents who performed below grade level on WASL in conjunction with Standards-Based Assessment.

World Vision Seattle/KidsReach				Fall 2008
 Facilitated  Seattle Pacific University students creating books on compact disks to accompany picture books as part of Children’s Literature class.

World Vision Appalachia/KidsReach 			Fall 2007-2009
 Tested K-5 grade students for reading fluency, provided tutoring lessons for after school tutoring program in rural West Virginia.
 Facilitated student creation of reading curriculum for tutoring clinics.

Michigan State University Orientation Committee		2006
 Contributed to orientation advice concerning finances and program management for an audience of new doctoral students in education at Michigan State University. 

Michigan State University Literacy Committee			2005-2007			
 Contributed to inservices for urban middle school teachers and MSU instructors to better equip tutors to work with urban middle school students struggling with content area reading.

Michigan State University Literacy Colloquy			2005 -2006			
 Event promotion for luncheon presentation series of widely-recognized research. Speakers included James Gee, Katherine Au, Michael Pressley, Susan Florio-Ruane, Mark Conley, Lesley Rex, Lourdes Ortega, Gary Troia.
 
Michigan State University English Educator’s Network		2003-2005
 Contributed to mentoring conversations between mentor English teachers and field instructors responsible for post-baccalaureate English interns at Michigan State University.

English Education Team						2003-2006
 Contributed to curriculum development of undergraduate English Education program at Michigan State University.

Founding Member							2003-2006
Graduate Strand of Conference on English Education
 Successfully created formation of graduate strand of CEE, recruited graduate students at national conferences, planned presentations at National Council of Teachers of English conventions with co-members.
									
K-12 TEACHING LEADERSHIP, COLLABORATION, & SERVICE:

Language Arts Curriculum Development				1996-2003
Miami Christian School
Westminster Christian School
									
After School Tutoring						1996-2003
Miami Christian School
Westminster Christian School
Gulliver Academy

Mentor Teacher							2002-2003
Gulliver Academy 
				
Technology Team Member						2002-2003
Gulliver Academy
Seventh Grade Team

National Junior Honor Society Sponsor				1997-1998
Wrote school charter for Miami Christian School
Directed student volunteer efforts

In-Service Presenter							1998
Westminster Christian School
Writing Across the Curriculum

Y.M.C.A. Youth in Government Sponsor				1996-1998
Organized mock judicial trial and mock government
for secondary students at Miami Christian School
					
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:

Ethnographic Research						2009
Seattle Christian School
· Conducted almost daily observation of content area literacy activities in an Advanced Placement history classroom.

Research Assistant							2006-2007
Mark Conley
Michigan State University
 Conducted historical literature review on content area literacy strategies and adolescent literacy.
  Wrote two book chapters on adolescent reading strategies.
									
Dissertation Research						2005-2006
Pattengill Middle School
Lansing, MI
 Spent a year and a half almost daily in urban middle school classrooms conducting ethnographic research on oral reading practices and identity manifestation during discussion of reading.

TE 301 Urban Middle School Local Inquiry Project		2005
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI
Dwight Rich Middle School, Otto Middle School, Gardiner Middle School, Pattengill Middle School
Lansing, MI
 Participated in partnerships with urban middle school principals and content literacy instructors investigating local urban middle school inquiry research

Graduate Research Assistant					1994-1995	
Florida International University
Miami, FL
 Assisted professors in marketing and public relations studies on Western media usage for recent immigrants, country of origin brand equity, Hurricane Andrew media
      	usage, wrote articles for departmental magazine.

Research Assistant							1988-1991	
Calvin College
Grand Rapids, MI
 Assisted in social and alumni research through data collection and tabulation.

PUBLICATIONS:				

In Preparation 

Williams, T, Scheurerman, R., Gritter, K, C. Strong. Good Fellowship: Connecting 
Sustainability Standards to Indigenous Wisdom. Article to be submitted to Middle School Journal showcasing how teachers can use alternative texts to teach sustainability across the middle school curriculum.

Gritter, K. Let Your Geek Light Shine: Teacher Feedback and Writing Success on the 
Advanced Placement U.S. History Exam. Article of ethnography conducted in an AP U.S. History classroom describing the eventual success of a struggling historical writer and teacher feedback that led to a perfect score.

Under Review

Montgomery, K., Hartley, L. Stuart, B., Cogan, S., Stearns, V., & Gritter, K. No Longer Lost in 
the Library: Supporting Independent Reading when the Librarian is MIA. Article submitted to Talking Points.

In Press

Gritter, K. (2012).  Permeable Textual Discussion in Tracked Language Arts Classrooms. Research 
in the Teaching of English, 46 (3), 232-259.

Published

Gritter, K. (2011) Book review: Why Literature? The Value of Literary Reading and What It 
Means for Teaching.  Authored by Cristina Vischer Bruns. London: The Continuum International Publishing Group. In Teachers College Record, November 2011: http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentID=16585.

Gritter, K. (2011). Promoting Lively Literature Discussion. The Reading Teacher, 64 (6),
 445-449.

Gritter, K. (2010). Reading as Reconciling. Teaching with Compassion, Competence, 
Commitment, 4 (2), Fall 2010. http://www.mvnu.edu/academics/eduprofstud/education/education_journal/vol4no2/reading.pdf>.

Gritter, K. (2010). Insert Student Here: Why Content Area Constructions of Literacy 
Matter for Preservice Teachers. Reading Horizons: A Journal of Literacy and Language Arts , 50 (3), 147-168. 

Scheuerman, R., Gritter, K, Schuster, C.J., and Fisher, G. (2010). Sharing the fire: Place-based 
learning with Columbia plateau legends.  English Journal. 99, 5.

Gritter, K.  (2009). Reducing the uncertainty: Adolescent literacy practices supported by 
recent research.  Language Arts Journal of Michigan.

Gritter, K. (2009). Professional resources review: Reading Success for Struggling Adolescent 
Learners. Edited by Susan Lenski and Jill Lewis.  New York: Guilford.  In Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 52,5.

Conley, M.., Friedhoff, J.., Gritter, K., and VanDuinen, D. (2008). 	Strategies that improve 
adolescents’ performance with content area texts.  In Adolescent Literacy Policy and Instruction: Research We Have, Research We Need. Edited by M. Conley, J. Friedhoff, M. Sherry, & S. Tuckey. New York: Guilford.

Conley, M. and Gritter, K. (2006). A pathway for connecting standards with 			assessment: Backwards mapping of assessment tasks. In Classroom Literacy 			Assessment: Making Sense of What Students Know and Do. Edited by Jeanne R. Paratore 		and Rachel L. McCormack. New York: Guilford.


SELECTED PRESENTATIONS:

Gritter, K. (Chair), Houshmand, R., Johnston, N., & Nolde, E. (2011, November). “Can Lady 
Gaga and Hamlet Coexist in the Same Classroom?” Presentation at 101st Annual Convention of the National Council of Teachers of English, Chicago, IL.

Gritter, K. (2011, March). Permeable Textual Talk in Tracked Language Arts Classrooms.  
National Council of Teachers of English Assembly for Research Midwinter Conference.  University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI.

Gritter, K. (2010, May).  Comforting the disturbed and disturbing the comfortable: Textual 
talk in urban language arts classes. Presentation at International Christian Community of Teacher Educators, Longview, TX.

Gritter, K (2008, December). “Like in that Sponge Bob episode”: Permeable textual talk in 
tracked reading instruction. Presentation at the National Reading Conference, 
Orlando, FL. 

Gritter, K. (2008, October).  That’s so last century: adolescent literacy practices supported 
recent research.  Presentation at Phi Delta Kappan, University of Washington, 
Seattle, WA.

Gritter, K. & Yadav, A. (2008, February). Reading forces, silenced voices: Demonstrating to 	secondary teachers that existing reading skills affect classroom communities. 
Presentation at the National Council of Teachers of English Research, Bloomington, IN.

Gritter, K. (2007, April). Like the “red wheelbarrow”: So much of classroom identity depends on 	reading fluency. New member poster presentation at American Educational Research 	Association, Chicago, IL.

Gritter, K. (2006, December). “How can I teach when s(he) can barely read?” When 			preservice teachers grapple with dysfluency. Presentation at the National Reading 			Conference, Los Angeles, CA.

Gritter, K. (2006, November). I don’t know what ellipses are...so how can I teach them? 			When whole language babies teach grammar. Presentation at the National Council for 		Teachers of English, Nashville, TN. 

Conley, M., Freidhoff, J., Gritter, K., and Van Duinen, D. (2006, October). Strategies that 		improve adolescents’ performance with content area texts. Presentation and Michigan 		State University’s Second Annual Conference on Literacy Achievement, 
	East Lansing, MI.

Gritter, K. (2005, November). But what is a village? The advantages (and elusiveness) of 			idealized peer communities.  Presentation at the National Council for Teachers of 			English, Pittsburgh, PA.
									
Gritter, K., Gritter, R., Pu, Jiang, and Van Duinen, D. (2005, April). Reading literature across 		the curriculum: An invitation to discuss interdisciplinary aesthetic reading.  Presentation 		at Bright Ideas Conference, Michigan Council of Teachers, East Lansing, MI.
	
Gritter, K. (2005, March). The alien next door: How content area knowledge affects 			pedagogy.  Presentation at the Conference on English Education, Indianapolis, IN.

Gritter, K. (2005, February). When perceptions of literacy practices and knowledge collide: 
Boundaries of community for preservice teachers.  Presentation at the National Council of Teachers of English Research, Columbus Ohio.

Solinski, A., and Gritter, K. (2004, April). Mixing it up: An invitation to discuss an integrated 		skills English curriculum. Presentation at Bright Ideas Conference, Michigan Council of 		Teachers, East Lansing, MI.
								

GRANTS AND FUNDING AWARDED:

			2011		Sloan-C Effective Practice Award 
Seattle Pacific University School of Education 
David Wicks 
Andrew Lumpe 
Henry Algera 
Kris Gritter 
Helen Barrett

$3,000			2011		School of Education Research Grant

$500			2008		Reconciliation Grant
					Small grant for textbooks for Zion Preparatory Academy
					and service learning for Children’s Literature students
					Seattle Pacific University

$375			2007		“Books of Love”
					Small grant for books for Appalachian children
					Seattle Pacific University

$7,500			2006		Professional Development Grant
					Michigan State University

$1,100			2006		Summer Dissertation Acceleration Grant
					Michigan State University

$3,500			2006		Professional Development Grant
					Michigan State University

$1,000			2006		Spencer/Michigan State University Dissertation Grant

$500			2006		Michigan State University Professional Development
					Grant
					
$1, 000		2005		Michigan State University Professional Development
					Grant
										
 $1,000		2003		Michigan State University Out of State Moving 							Grant
		
COMMUNITY SERVICE:
		.	
Seattle Christian School					2007-2009
Seatac, WA
Rainier Christian School
Auburn, WA
 Voluntary child care during school assemblies and chapels
 Chaperoned field trips
 Made popcorn for fundraising

Church Volunteer						1998-2011
Jesus Christ Salt & Light Company
Des Moines, WA
John Knox Presbyterian Church
Burien, WA
River Terrace Community Church
East Lansing, MI
South Kendall Community Church
Miami, FL
 Taught Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, pastoral search committee member, drama team member, nursery volunteer

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:
American Educational Research Association
National Council for Teachers of English
National Reading Conference					
International Reading Association
Washington Organization for Reading Development
								
RESEARCH INTERESTS:

 Adolescent literacy
 Adolescent identity					
 Content area literacy
 Textual Discussions



1

