APPLICATION INSERT FOR FACULTY

Applications must be accompanied by a resume
and a one page essay responding to the Statement of Faith below.

Name

Date

Faculty Support of Educational Mission:

In considering faculty candidates, Seattle Pacific seeks:

1.

Professors who are equally oriented to the liberal arts approach to education (i.e., people concerned
equally with solid scholarship in a field and the connections students must make between the various
disciplines; people who can see the value of both breadth and depth in undergraduate and graduate
education and have a talent for integrating their academic specialty with the Christian faith), and to the
applications of such an education in the world of work.

Professors who are abreast of developments in their fields and can find their fullest professional
development in an institution which places high premium upon effective classroom teaching and
mentoring, as well as upon scholarship.

Professors who are prepared to teach non-traditional groups of students and use alternate delivery
systems, including new educational technologies.

Professors who enjoy the prospect of meeting with students to discuss their educational goals and
participate in the planning of a program of studies suited to the needs of the individual student.

Academic Honors (Prizes, Honorary Societies, Etc.):

List in order of preference the subject(s) you are prepared to teach:

a.
b.

C.




Language Proficiency:

Language Level of Proficiency
Reading Speaking
Publications/Research Presentations Completed:
Book/Article/Review Title Date Page(s) Publisher

Membership in Professional Organizations:

Name of Organization

Period of
Membership

Activities/Responsibilities




Statement Of Faith For Seattle Pacific University
Faculty Application Insert

Faith And Mission. At Seattle Pacific University, we seek to ground everything we do on the
transforming gospel of Jesus Christ. Such a claim is both personal, a commitment by each
member of our community, and institutional, a corporate aspiration that has guided this
institution from its founding. Even while we celebrate the rich diversity of the Church
throughout the world, we anchor our faith on the person of Jesus Christ, the authority of Holy
Scripture, and the tradition of the Christian Church throughout history.

Our mission at Seattle Pacific University is to engage the culture and change the world,
through competence, character, wisdom, and community. We believe our faith in Jesus Christ
is the informing and sustaining power through which we fulfill this distinctive calling.

Our position of faith within the Christian Church is shaped in four ways:

1. We Are Historically Orthodox. We affirm the historic Christian faith, as attested in the
divinely inspired and authoritative Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and as
summarized, for example, in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. We affirm that God is triune,
and that the three divine Persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—are coequal,
coessential, and coeternal. We affirm that by the grace and power of God the universe was
brought into being, is continually sustained and governed, and will ultimately be brought to its
promised consummation. We affirm, further, that we human beings are created by God in
God’s own image to be stewards of creation, and that we are called to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love others as ourselves. In these divinely appointed
tasks we have failed, so that we are now subject to judgment and death. Yet we rejoice that
God's grace is available to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and
that through faith in Christ we are delivered from sin and death and empowered by the Holy
Spirit for lives of joyful obedience to the Father. Finally, we respond to the Spirit’s call to
participate in Christ’s body, the church; to embrace Christ’'s mission to the world; and to live
in the hope and assurance that Christ’s return will bring to completion God’s saving work.

2. We Are Clearly Evangelical. We stand within the broad evangelical tradition of
Christianity and, as such, we joyfully accept the task of proclaiming the evangel—God’s good
news—to the world. We understand this to mean that Jesus Christ is the Lord and Savior of
the world and that he alone can liberate broken and fallen human beings from sin and death.
We lift high the authority of holy scripture as divinely inspired, embraced by the church as
central to our understanding and witness. We affirm that the Holy Spirit works in human
hearts to kindle faith in Jesus Christ, to restore people to a right relationship with God and
each other, and to begin transforming people into the likeness of Christ. And we believe the
gospel promise that light, health, wholeness, and peace are abundantly available to everyone
who asks. Yet we also believe that we are called to practice what we preach: first, by
cultivating vital Christian piety; and second, by engaging the surrounding culture through
public testimony and loving service.



3. We Are Distinctively Wesleyan. Standing within the Wesleyan holiness branch of
historic and evangelical Christianity, and recognizing the Free Methodist Church as our
founding denomination, Seattle Pacific University is informed by the theological legacy of
John and Charles Wesley. We share their conviction that God’s saving purpose is the
renewal of human hearts and lives in true holiness through the transforming work of the Holy
Spirit. We are shaped by their emphasis on the importance of the human response to the
Spirit’s renewing work, including the vital role of the spiritual disciplines and practices—such
as prayer, meditation, worship, Scripture study, charitable giving, public witness to Christ’s
saving love, and service to those in need—all of which serve as means of God’s grace.
Above all, we embrace the Wesleys’ hope that God’s transforming love is offered to all
persons, addresses all areas of life, and will not rest content until it has redeemed the whole
creation.

4. We Are Genuinely Ecumenical. As heirs of John Wesley’s catholic-spirited Christianity,
we seek to gather persons from many theological and ecclesial traditions who have
experienced the transforming power of Jesus Christ. We believe that theological diversity,
when grounded in historic orthodoxy and a common and vital faith in Christ, enriches learning
and bears witness to our Lord’s call for unity within the church. We are also well aware of
other dividing walls that separate people from one another, walls that Christ desires to break
down—uwalls of gender, race, ethnicity, nationality, language, and class. We believe that
Christ calls us to value diversity and to seek ways for all persons in our university community
to grow in their individual giftedness and to contribute in meaningful ways to our common life
and work. Thus, in all of our diversity, we are centered in Christ, and called by him to shape,
model, and participate together in grace-filled community.

Therefore, we commit ourselves to this faith, and to these shaping influences that define our
community of faith, and we pledge ourselves, with humility and conviction, to live as best we
know how in loving relationship with Jesus Christ and in faithful service to others. This we
believe to be the defining center of our lives and the guiding aspiration of our life in
community at Seattle Pacific University.

--Faith Statement approved by the Board of Trustees on 5/21/04.

Please respond to this statement with a one page essay of your faith journey. Your
response should articulate your Christian faith and its relation to your life and work.




