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Objectives

Define the term “blog”

Review examples of educational
blogs

Evaluate criteria for “good” blogs
Discover reasons for creating a blog
Evaluate concerns about blogging
Learn about websites where public
blogs can be created

Practice creating student blogs
(journals) within Blackboard

.
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What is a blog?

(Web log) A Web site that contains
dated entries in reverse chronological
order (most recent first) about a
particular topic. Functioning as an
online journal, blogs can be written by
one person or a group of contributors.
Entries contain commentary and links
to other Web sites, and images as well
as a search facility may also be
included.

Computer Desktop Encyclopedia (2005)
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Example

« http://www.assortedstuff.com/

« Find more examples here:
http://edublogs.org/

What are criteria for a good blog?

Personality: Is there a clear personality? Do you feel like you know the writer? Is there a
feeling of intimacy that might be missing from mainstream media or other forms of
communication?

Usefulness: Is the information useful or enjoyable to read? Did it make you think, or
laugh, or click? Are there handy links to other places?

Writing style: Is the writing in the blog snappy, crisp, and engaging to read? Or is it
long-winded, dull, convoluted, or sloppy? Worse, is it a sales pitch disguised as a blog?
Or just news briefs or bullet-point items without any fresh perspective, analysis, or
insight?

Usability and design: Is the typeface easy to read? Can you find links to archives? Is
the writing concise and easily skimmable? Are graphics limited to what's useful or fun?
Frequency: Is the blog updated regularly, and with sufficient frequency? Or are there
long, random periods of inactivity between posts?

Relevancy: Does the blog stay on topic, and is it relevant to the category in which it is
being judged? Or is it all over the map in terms of content?

Interactivity: Does the blog incorporate video or audio in an engaging, interactive way?
Does it offer a forum for readers to respond, or use other features to help develop a
sense of community?

Fulfillment of purpose: How well does the blog fulfil ts intended mission?
Appropriateness: Does the blogger use language and efiquette that is appropriate to a
professional educational setting? (i.e., no inappropriate personal references, etc.

. Would you revisit: Is it useful or engaging enough for you to visit it again someday?s

eSchool News Best of Blogs Awards Criteria (2006)
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What are academic
reasons for blogging?

« |s this a revolution in academic

discourse, or is it CB radio?

— David Glenn, Chronicle of Higher
Education, 2003

Reasons
— Share research

— Share opinions with non-academic

audiences

— Communication with current and

previous students
— Have students create journals
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Concerns?

« Professor blogs
« Technical challenges
« Will they come if you build it?
« Sustainability
« Legal issues
« Student blogs
*Need prompts to discourage
rambling
*May need to be private to
encourage self-reflection
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More Examples

< http://arrowthroughthesun.blogspot.com/

— Ben McFarland - Chemistry

« http://web.mac.com/owenewald/iWeb/Sput

aTilica/Blog/Blog.html
— Owen Ewald — Foreign Languages
« http://myhome.spu.edu/dwicks
— David Wicks — Instructional Technologies
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How can you create a
blog?

http://edublogs.org/
http://www.blogger.com

«  http://www.sixapart.com/movabletype/
http://360.yahoo.com

« http://www.blogcity.com
http://www.livejournal.com

Learning Objects Blogging tool within
Blackboard
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