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 Who Needs 
       Project  
     Runway? 

By Lindsey Bickel Burgess | Photos By James Kegley

}

Megan Hitz ’04 
may have grown up 
on a farm in rural  
Oregon, but you’d 
never know it.  
After studying 
apparel design 
at SPU, Hitz hit the 
streets of New York 
City and landed a 
position at Ralph 
Lauren. In two short 
years, she’s already 
been promoted to 
associate children’s 
wear designer. 

“Moving to New York City was definitely 
one of the biggest risks I have ever taken,” 
says Hitz. “I really can’t explain how I 
made it here, but I know that God has 
been leading me every step of this crazy 
adventure.” 

Although she was drawn to Seattle Pacific 
University’s many degree programs in 
design, she wasn’t sure what she would      
pursue. But, says Hitz, “it just kept coming 
back to fashion.” She believes SPU gave her 
               a strong technical background in 
                      textiles and construction, 
                         but most importantly, 
                            the experience taught 
                                 her a lot about herself. 
                            
            “I came to see and under-
                             stand my skills, my need 
                               to be creative, and my 
                             drive to make it happen. 
                            That’s when everything 
                           clicked for me.” Two awe-
                           some internships didn’t 
                             hurt either — one with 
                             Crystalyn B., a handbag 
                            designer, and one with 
                           Luly Yang, a couture bridal 
                         and eveningwear designer.e, 

                   SPU Assistant Professor Jaeil 
Lee, who directs the apparel design pro-
gram, says Hitz was a natural leader. “She 

Check 
out this 

bracelet! 
It is from Megan 
Hitz’s own line of 

accessories. That’s 
right, a designer 
at Ralph Lauren 
by day, and an 

entrepreneur by 
night. Not bad 

for a 24-year-old.

Big Ideas



14    etc    SPU | SPRING 2007 SPU | SPRING 2007    etc    15

took charge of our design exhibit 
and did a marvelous job,” Lee 
recalls. “She is a go-getter and 
extremely creative.” 

SPU’s apparel design program 
has doubled in size since 2001. 
“Graduates from our program 
will leave with a digital portfolio, 
a completed garment, a realistic 
sense of the industry and, in 
most cases, an internship,” says 
Lee. SPU has developed relation-
ships with Nordstrom, Tommy 
Bahama, Helly Hansen, and Eddie 
Bauer among others, resulting in 
coveted internships for design 
students. 

Don’t worry, Lee says, you don’t 
have to be a whiz on the sewing 
machine. “I would say about half 

of my students already know 
how to sew,” Lee explains. “It’s 
about a lot more than that. The 
most successful students are 
well-rounded, critical thinkers, 
and creative. Megan Hitz is a 
perfect example.” 

As for Hitz, who describes her 
personal style as bohemian- 
meets-city-chic, she says Ralph 
Lauren is just the beginning. 
“There are so many things I want 
to do,” she says. “In five years, I 
want to be further along in my 
fashion career, exploring other 
parts of the world and beginning 
the launch of my own business. 
In 10 years, I hope to have my 
own design studio, whatever the 
medium may be, and have my 
business off the ground.” 

And she’s not just talking — Hitz 
has already launched a line of 
jewelry called “Tilly.” She designs 
and makes each piece herself 
and recently had her first trunk 
show. To date, she has filled more 
than 100 orders. 
.
What advice would Hitz give to 
anyone fantasizing about their 
future? “Make sure it is a passion, 
otherwise it’s not worth it,” she 
says. “But if it is — go for it!”

   “Graduates from our program 
             will leave with a digital portfolio, 
a completed garment, a realistic sense of the 
       industry and, in most cases, 
                         an internship.”
                                                 — JAEIL LEE

Trying to Milk a Cactus 
     and Other UScholars Anecdotes   

 Senior Andrew Hays says his UScholars classes have made 
him appreciate how hard it is to live a life committed to both 
faith and reason. “It’s not impossible,” he reflects. “But very, 
very difficult.” 
 Speaking of difficult, Michael Thomas ranks his freshman 
UScholar seminar at the top of his list. “Writing papers for 
Dr. Reinsma’s class was like trying to milk a cactus. I was 
assigned a paper: ‘Compare part of The Iliad to part of the 
Old Testament.’ Dr. Reinsma warned that instead of compar-
ing apples and oranges, I was comparing apples and freight 
trains.” On the plus side, says Thomas, “I’ve never learned 
more about writing well or thinking outside my paradigm.”
 Giving students fresh perspective is what Reinsma is pas-
sionate about. By teaching the classics in his “Texts and Con-
texts” course, he shows that nations haven’t changed much in 
thousands of years and will repeat mistakes unless individuals 
stand up and make a difference. “It’s my hope that in four 
years at SPU, students might dismantle the timbers of their 
parents’ house to build a room of their own, in constructive 
ways,” he says. “I’m most proud of students’ honors projects 
promoting service and activism, putting what we say to work.”
 And it looks like he has a reason to be proud. Three of 
Reinsma’s UScholars protégés, including Hays, will participate 
in Teach For America, a program matching top college gradu-
ates with teaching positions in marginalized schools across 
the country. 

By Margaret D. Smith 
Photos By Luke RutanTwo  things  to  know about Seattle Pacific 

University’s Professor of English Luke Reinsma: Last year, 
the director of SPU’s honors program, University Scholars, 
was named Washington State Professor of the Year, and this 
summer he’ll hike 500 miles of the Pacific Coast Trail, from 
Oregon to Canada. 
 Here’s a third thing: Reinsma hates to talk about himself. 
But he loves to hike and teach, so he talks about that.  
 Every Thursday for the past few years, he’s invited 
students to hike nearby Mount Si. “We leave SPU at 6 a.m.,” 
he says, “stop for breakfast at a tacky coffee shop in North 
Bend, hike four miles up Mount Si, look out over Seattle 
skyscrapers appearing like mushrooms out of the fog, see 
how little we are in the scheme of things, remembering 
God’s creation. On our way back, we talk faith and 
science, discuss how things fit together — and compare 
video games.”

Three MinuTes wiTh spu presidenT phil eaTon 

ASSISTANT 
PRofESSoR 
JAEIL LEE, 
WITH THE 
“MoDELS” 
fRoM HER 
DRAPING 
CLASS, 
WHERE 
STUDENTS  
PRoDUCE 
THEIR oWN 
GARMENTS

whaT Makes spu differenT? “We are situated right in the middle of a great, big, wonderful, exciting city.” 
how do you connecT wiTh sTudenTs? “I’ve met students for burgers at Red Robin, and frequently eat 
with students in Gwinn Commons. My wife, Sharon, and I have them in our home regularly, and we attend as 
many SPU athletics events as possible. And every so often a student will call me to discuss a big idea; 
recently I met with some students who shared their vision to raise money to build wells in Africa. Our 
students are exceptional — I learn a lot from them.” 
whaT do you wanT prospecTive sTudenTs To know abouT spu? “If you invest yourself here and 
take advantage of SPU’s many opportunities, you will graduate a person who can go out and truly make a 
difference in the world. This place can change your life, and you can change the world. I’m certain of that.”
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