	[image: image1]City of Seattle
	Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

	
[image: image1]

	Department of Neighborhoods
	Stella Chao, Director

	Connecting people, communities, and government
	


Seattle Pacific University

Standing Advisory Committee 

6.12.08

pg 2

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY MAJOR INSTITUTIONS STANDING CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
	Seattle Pacific University Major Institutions Standing Citizens Advisory Committee

Members

Darlene Hickman, Chair
Nancy Ousley, Vice Chair

Douglas McNutt

Doug Jennings

Elaine King

Emily Evans
Jay LaVassar

Kim Orr

John Coney

Bob Drovdahl
Ex-Officio Members

Steve Sheppard – DON

Colin Vasquez– DPD

David Church – SPU
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I. 
Welcome and Introductions

Darlene Hickman, the SAC Chair, welcomed all those in attendance including members and guests.  Everyone in the room made self introductions.  

II. 
 Approval of Draft Agenda

The June 12, 2008 draft agenda was distributed.  No changes or additions were made and the meeting agenda was approved.  

III. 
Review and Approval of Minutes

The May 29, 2007 minutes were reviewed and approved as written.

IV. 
Tribute and Moment of Silence for Doug Lorentzen by John Coney and All 

John Coney gave a tribute to SAC member, Doug Lorentzen, who died of cancer in early March.  Following the tribute Doug was honored with a moment of silence.
V. 
 Report on Vacant SAC Positions by DON/SAC Chair

Darlene Hickman stated that the committee by-laws allow for 6-12 members and currently several members have dropped out.  The issue was raised as to whether or not the committee would like to 




replace these members and possibly have a 12 member roster.  The group discussed names of some possible candidates and it was expressed that it would be helpful to recruit candidates that were familiar with the Master Plan process and other requirements of the Major Institution Code.  Cliff Louie and Thao Tran from the Department of Neighborhood expressed interest for SPU SAC to have greater ethnic, racial and social diversity as well as a diversity of perspectives on the committee.  DON offered to help with recruiting outreach effort by contacting neighborhood groups and sending out a recruitment notice to the adjacent neighborhood.  

VI.
Update on City Streetcar Plan by John Coney 

SAC member John Coney, who also chairs the Queen Anne Community Council Subcommittee on Transportation, updated the committee on the City Streetcar plan. (See handouts).

VII. 
Update on Upcoming Projects by Seattle Pacific University
Irondale Residence Hall
Julie Peterson from Mithun Architects gave a brief summary of the Irondale Residence Hall project.  The design of the project has not changed from what was presented to the committee at its May 29, 2007 meeting.  Since that time SPU has applied for the MUP but currently there is no funding allocated for this project so the timeline of the project is uncertain.  Nancy Ousley commented that the installation of the MUP boards on the project site had caught the committee members by surprise even though they were aware of the project.  She requested that the committee be notified in advance of any MUP Boards being installed for future projects so that the members are aware of the changing status of a project in case they are asked about the project by members of the community. 

Nickerson Street Retail & Garage Project

Dave Church introduced Nate Dreon from Ilahie Holdings, Inc., a private development company that is exploring the possibility of partnering with the University to construct the Nickerson Street Retail & Garage Project.  The project would be located on the site of the existing surface parking lots behind Emerson Hall at Sixth Ave. W. and W. Nickerson Street.   Nate displayed boards showing the conceptual design of the project.  In the current thinking, the project would include retail space along W. Nickerson Street for an expanded SPU bookstore, printing & mailing services and the bank, along with new retail space for amenities that would be attractive to both the University and the neighborhood, such as a Starbucks or other coffee shop.  The project would also include a parking garage.  The project will be designed to provide an inviting entry to campus and to revitalize that portion of W. Nickerson St.  Dave Church emphasized that the project is in the preliminary stages and purely conceptual at this time.  No funding or timeline for the project has been established.  Several SAC members commented favorably about the prospects of the project providing additional retail uses that would serve both SPU and the larger community.

Ashton Parking Lot

Dave Church reported that the University recognizes that additional/replacement parking would be needed before construction could begin on the Nickerson Street Retail project – or any other future project that would displace existing parking. The University envisions providing some of this parking by expanding the parking lot behind Ashton Hall along W. Etruria Street.  This project would demolish the dilapidated duplexes that were removed from the housing inventory in 2004 and construct 70 additional surface parking stalls on that site.  This would provide not only replacement parking for stalls displaced by future construction projects but will also reduce the number of student vehicles parked on adjacent city streets, which has been an ongoing source of frustration for the neighbors in that area of campus.  Additional parking behind Ashton Hall was identified as a potential project in the Adopted MIMP.  Several SAC members spoke in support of the project, noting that it could help to address neighborhood concerns regarding SPU student parking on the streets near the residence halls.

Student Center Project

Dave introduced Amanda Sturgeon from Perkins+Will, the architectural firm that has been engaged by the University to begin work on programming, schematics and cost estimating for a new student center that would either renovate or replace Weter Hall.  A new student center was identified as a potential project in the Adopted MIMP.  Preliminary design work envisions up to a 42,000 square foot building with space for student organizations, food venues, dining, lounge and meeting spaces and a new Falcon Commons which will include student gathering and activity space.  As with the other projects, there is no funding or timeline for this project.  However, President Eaton has identified this project as one of his priority projects that will be included in the next fundraising campaign.

Modular Classroom Building
Dave Church distributed a handout regarding the proposed new modular classroom building.  Dave explained that SPU currently has a shortage of classroom space, particularly larger classrooms that can accommodate sixty or more students.  The shortage of classroom space is expected to worsen with the need to convert some existing classroom space to faculty and staff offices.  Two classrooms would also be lost when Weter is either renovated or replaced to construct a new student center.  The construction of a large new classroom building is not considered feasible during the next few years.  The modular classrooms that were constructed several years ago have proven to be extremely popular because they are less crowded and provide more space for technology and break-out sessions.  The proposed structure is an 8,000 gross square foot modular classroom building that would provide three or more large, technologically advanced classrooms.  The proposed location is across the vacated alley from the existing Bertona Classroom Building on a site now occupied by two small, SPU-owned single family houses (one is vacant and the other is occupied by a staff member who would be relocated to other SPU housing).  Except for its two-story height, the building would be similar in appearance to the existing Bertona Classroom Building, including brick facades on at least the south and west sides.  The permitting and demolition of the existing buildings would probably occur during the spring of 2009.  It is anticipated that the new classroom building would be installed during the summer of 2009 to enable occupancy for fall quarter 2009.  Since this project is less that 12,000 gross square feet it would be an exempt master plan change but would require environmental review and a Master Use Permit. The SAC as a whole was in support of the project.  Doug Jennings cautioned against continuing to add modular classrooms.  He feels that their bleak architectural style can impact the character of campus. 

VIII. 
TMP Update by Seattle Pacific University
In lieu of an oral presentation, a written update on SPU’s TMP was distributed to those in attendance. (See attached memo)

IX
Update on Property Acquisitions Outside of MIO by Seattle Pacific University
In lieu of an oral presentation, a written update was distributed regarding property acquisitions outside the MIO since the last meeting, of which there were none. (see attached memo)
X.
Public Comments
Two members from the community raised several concerns about the parking issue in the vicinity of the SPU campus.  One expressed his concern about the amount of SPU parking on neighborhood streets west of the campus and asked what the University is planning to do to address this problem.  He expressed that it was becoming difficult for him to find parking in front of his home after work.  He would like to see greater enforcement for students and faculty parking overnight on the street.  He suggested residential parking zone changes that would ensure convenient residence parking and better enforcement of the RPZ time limits, including extending the RPZ parking restrictions into the evening.  

Nancy Ousley mentioned that when she went to renew her RPZ decals she was told that SPU would no longer pay for guest passes.  Melanie Whitehead responded that SPU’s commitment to pay for any decals that are requested has not changed and emphasized that SDOT had not consulted with SPU regarding that policy change.  Melanie will follow-up with SDOT.

Dave Church responded that SPU will look into the parking problem and report back perhaps in a separate forum or at the annual meeting.  Dave further noted that the Ashton Parking Lot expansion would provide additional parking that could reduce the student parking on neighborhood streets on the west side of the campus.

XI. 
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM and the committee was invited to visit each other and have cake in celebration of Cliff Louie’s retirement.  
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