
So You Want a Nonprofit Job?  
How to Find the Nonprofit Job You've Dreamed of.       By Joanne Fritz, About.com Guide 

Nonprofit jobs are gaining in popularity. The nonprofit world is attracting more people, including new grads, 
career changers, and newly retired baby boomers who are considering capstone careers serving causes they 
believe in.  

If you are among those considering a nonprofit job, here are a few tips to help you in your job search. 

1. Find your nonprofit job among the causes you are most passionate about. 
You will be a much more desirable nonprofit job candidate if you speak passionately about your desire to work 
on a particular nonprofit cause. You are also likely to know more about an area if you have been following it 
for some time. So what do you care about most? Health care? The environment? Immigration? Poverty? 

2. Look for your nonprofit job at organizations that share your commitment. 

Start your nonprofit job search with your own city or town. There are likely to be several grass roots 
organizations locally even if you live in a small or medium-sized city. In larger cities, you will find many local 

chapters of national nonprofits. If you are in the mood to move, take your nonprofit job search nationwide. 
Check out online nonprofit job listings and subscribe to key publications. Most organizations now list their 
nonprofit job openings right on their websites, so bookmark your favorite ones and check in regularly.  

3. Find your nonprofit job by doing informational interviews. 

Most people who are working in nonprofits are quite willing to grant an informational interview to people who 
are looking for nonprofit jobs. Use your current contacts to locate appropriate individuals. In an informational 
interview there is no pressure. You are seeking information...you are really doing the interviewing. However, it 
is not unusual for these interviews to actually lead to job offers. It is a great way to make some good 
contacts. Prepare ten questions before the interview and be sure to send a thank you note within 24 hours.  

4. Find your nonprofit job by volunteering for your favorite nonprofit. 
Volunteering is an excellent way to try out an organization. You can tell a lot by volunteering, such as how 

organized the group is, how seriously it takes training, and what the level of resources is. The contacts you 
make will be valuable later in your job search. You may even have the inside track when it comes to knowing 

about openings. Many volunteers have become paid staff.  

5. Find your nonprofit job through a nonprofit internship or co-op. 
If you are still in school, create your own internship by contacting nonprofits and offering your services. Your 
college or university may be able to place you in a nonprofit through its own channels. Many nonprofits 
advertise their internship opportunities on their websites and in special interest publications, and you may be 

able to find them listed on the many nonprofit job search sites. This is a great way to get the inside track to a 
nonprofit job.   

6. Find your nonprofit job through online social networking. 
Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn are examples of the social media you can use to search for nonprofit jobs. It 
is the same as looking for any job using these methods, except that you will look for nonprofit organizations 
and people connected with nonprofits. Most nonprofits now have a presence on Facebook and MySpace, and it 

is easy to search on keywords such as "nonprofit" on all the social networking spaces. Follow some of the 
good nonprofit job sites such as Opportunity Knocks, Idealist and Jobs for Change.  

 
7. To find your nonprofit job, cast your net broadly. 
There are nonprofit jobs in just about any field you can think of. Consider higher education where they not 
only need teachers but also people with a broad array of skills. Think about health care where the need for 
services for aging Americans is nearing crisis proportions. Take a look at museums--the American public is 

visiting them in record numbers. Many nonprofit jobs exist in social assistance agencies. More nonprofit 
causes are identified each year and organizations to serve them are created at a rapid rate.  
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Finding Nonprofit Jobs Online  
Job Hunting Made Easier                                                  

Although finding nonprofit jobs still takes old fashioned "boots on the ground," today's online job search 
websites make it easy to find leads to jobs across the country. Here are our favorite sites. 

1. Opportunity Knocks 
Opportunity Knocks has listings of nonprofit jobs, a Nonprofit Wage and Benefit Report, a place to post your 

resume, tons of helpful articles, and a list of job fairs around the country. 

2. Idealist.Org 
Idealist has nonprofit job listings and hosts career fairs in a number of cities. Sign up for email alerts for 
nonprofit jobs in your area. 

3. Jobs For Change 
A hip new site that is especially appealing to a younger generation. Note the emphasis on entrepreneurial 
techniques and social networking to find nonprofit jobs. Lots of columnists who answer questions and focus on 
specific areas. 

4. Nonprofit-Jobs.org 
Run by ExecSearches which recruits for fundraising, mid-level and executive professionals in the non-profit, 
education, healthcare and government sectors. 

5. Philanthropy Careers 
A part of the Chronicle of Philanthropy website. Lots of listings of nonprofit jobs, particularly in fundraising. 

6. Council on Foundations 
Advertises nonprofit jobs in foundations. Very extensive descriptions for job postings. 

7. Philanthropy Journal 
Entry-level to senior nonprofit jobs in fundraising, nonprofit communication, management, and leadership. 
Search by category and location. 

8. The NonProfit Times 

Listings of nonprofit jobs at the leading newspaper serving the nonprofit world. Has a salary survey, and a list 
of top nonprofits. Advice and assistance from a career service center. 

9. DotOrgJobs 

Part of OnPhilanthropy. Excellent listing of nonprofit jobs. Also see FLiP, which you can click to from this site. 
FLiP is by and for "future" leaders in philanthropy. Great information and help for budding nonprofit leaders. 

10. Nonprofit-Jobs.org 
Run by ExecSearches which recruits for fundraising, mid-level and executive professionals in the non-profit, 
education, healthcare and government sectors. 

11. Craigslist 
Not specific to the nonprofit sector, but many nonprofits advertise job openings on Craigslist simply because it 
reaches a lot of people in a specific city who might be interested in nonprofit jobs. Check your city's site under 
"jobs," "nonprofit sector." 

12. Net Impact 

13. execSearches 

14. Making the Difference 

15. USA Jobs 

16. Philanthropy Northwest 

17.  InternMatch.com 

 

http://www.opportunityknocks.org/
http://www.idealist.org/if/h
http://jobs.change.org/
http://www.nonprofit-jobs.org/
http://philanthropy.com/jobs/
http://www.cof.org/
http://www.philanthropyjournal.org/jobs/find-job
http://www.nptimes.com/careers.html
http://www.dotorgjobs.com/
http://flip.typepad.com/
http://www.nonprofit-jobs.org/
http://www.craigslist.org/about/sites
http://netimpact.org/
http://www.execsearches.com/
http://makingthedifference.org/index.shtml
http://usajobs.opm.gov/
http://philanthropynw.org/s_pnw/index.asp
http://www.internmatch.com/

