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Ready, Set: SPU Men Gear-Up For Grueling Start
Chivers Leads 5 Starters Back; Exhibitions Nov. 6 & 13
Even previews are tough. The most grueling schedule in at least a
generation awaits a promising Seattle Pacific University men’s basketball team,
and the two upcoming preseason exhibitions are far from creampuffs. The
Falcons host the Australia Institute of Sport at Brougham Pavilion next Saturday
afternoon (Nov. 6). Looming even larger is a Nov. 13 visit to Nevada, a member
of the NCAA Sweet Sixteen last spring. Regular season play commences Nov.
19 at another budding D-I power, Washington. The home opener is Nov. 20
versus Chico State.

Touted by coaches. After coming close to qualifying for the postseason the
past two years, Seattle Pacific appears to have the seasoning and talent to get a
taste of March Madness in 2005. The Great Northwest Athletic Conference
coaches project the Falcons to finish second to a fine Alaska Fairbanks squad,
which has been ranked as high as No. 2 in one national preseason poll. The
Nanooks received six first-place votes, compared to two for SPU. Western
Washington and Alaska Anchorage were picked to place third and fourth.

But forget about 28-0. Not even the staunchest SPU supporter would
dare dream of the Falcons going undefeated, even in November. In addition to
the date with the Huskies, they will face three non-conference opponents which
qualified for postseason play, plus a total of six meetings with GNAC teams
coming off Div. II tournament appearances. Wedged in between six home dates
in the first two months will be trips to Hawaii for a Thanksgiving tournament
and Las Vegas on the weekend prior to Christmas. The conference opener is at
home Dec. 2 against Seattle University. Alaska Fairbanks visits Jan. 22.

Take five. On the bright side, this could be a special season at Seattle Pacific,
with all five starters returning from a squad which was in contention for a
playoff berth until the final week of ‘03-04, finishing 14-13. Coach Jeff
Hironaka  believes he has a team which can go after the school’s first GNAC
title in four years. The Falcons were NCAA postseason participants eight times
from 1994-02, advancing to the Final Four in 2000.

Center of attention. A potential preseason All-American is the focal point
of Hironaka’s lineup. Center Jason Chivers (Sr., 6-8, Los Angeles, Ca./High-
land-L.A. Trade Tech) became a bona fide force in just his third full season of
organized ball. He earned first team all-GNAC and second team all-region
honors after scoring 16.3 points per game and averaging 11.3 rebounds–tops in
the conference and No. 5 in the nation. Chivers became the first SPU center to
average a double-double (he had 18 altogether) since Jim Ballard in 1973.

A solid cast. The Falcons possess plenty of offensive threats and lots of
depth. Jordan Lee (Sr., 6-1, Tacoma, Wa./Life Christian), who finished tied for
No. 6 in national three-point shooting (50.0 percent, 68-136), averaged 15.9
points as a junior while forward Dustin Bremerman (So., 6-4, Yakima, Wa./
Eisenhower), the GNAC Freshman of the Year, averaged 12.5 points and 4.7
rebounds. Sixth man Ralph Steele (Sr., 6-2, No. Birmingham, Al./Huffman-
Citrus JC) set a school record and led the NCAA in free throw shooting at 91.1
percent and scored 10.6 per game. The team also erased its foul-shooting record,
hitting 79.4 percent. The other returning starters are point guard Tony Binetti
(Jr., 6-1, Enumclaw, Wa.) and forward Chad Williams (Jr., 6-8, Burlington, Wa./
Burlington Edison-Whatcom CC). Binetti finished No. 2 in GNAC assists/
turnover ratio, No. 4 in assists (4.8) and seventh in steals (1.7). Key reserve Jeff

SPU Quick Facts
2003-04 Record–14-13 (GNAC 10-8)
Coach–Jeff Hironaka, 3rd year
Coach’s Career Record– 30-24 (2nd year)

Preseason Schedule
Sat., Nov. 6, 2 p.m.

SPU v Australia Institute (exhibition)

Brougham Pavilion, Seattle, Wa.

Sat., Nov. 13, 8:05 p.m.

SPU at Nevada (exhibition)

Lawlor Events Center, Reno, Nv.

Coming Up
Fri., Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m.

SPU at Washington

Bank of America Arena, Seattle, Wa.

Sodexho Tip-Off Classic, Nov. 19-20

Sat., Nov. 20, 7 p.m.

SPU v Chico State

Brougham Pavilion, Seattle, Wa.

Streaks & Such
The Falcons have posted a winning record
for 16 consecutive seasons, earning six
conference championships and eight
NCAA Division II tournament bids over
that stretch

Stat de jour
Seattle Pacific returns all five starters and
was the nation’s top foul-shooting team
(79.4) while Ralph Steele led all individu-
als in free throw percentage (91.1)

GNAC Preseason Poll
1. Alaska Fairbanks (6)
2. Seattle Pacific (2)
3. Western Washington (1)
4. Alaska Anchorage (1)
5. Humboldt State
6. Central Washington
7. Seattle University
8. Northwest Nazarene
9. Saint Martin’s

10. Western Oregon

Note: First-place votes in parentheses



Knudson (Jr., 6-7, Mukilteo, Wa./Kamiak) hit 46 treys and averaged 7.1 points and
Mike Bushmaker (Jr., 6-7, Yakima, Wa./Eisenhower) started nine games.

Added to the mix. Hironaka will mix-in three newcomers while two transfers
will redshirt. Matt Birkle (So., 6-2, Anacortes, Wa./Anacortes-Whatcom CC) joins a
competitive backcourt, along with Chris Faidley (Fr., 6-1, Seattle, Wa./King’s). Paul
Brockman (Fr., 6-5, Snohomish, Wa.) could help in the frontcourt when he fully
recovers from knee surgery. Robbie Will (So., 6-10, Seattle, Wa./O’Dea-Bellevue
CC) and Darel Lucas (Jr., 6-0, Wichita, Ks./Southeast-Binghamton) must establish
their academic residency and will not be eligible until 2005-06.

Put-backs.  Hironaka is high his team’s scoring capabilities, and plans to use the
team’s quickness and depth to turn the screws defensively and apply pressure for 94
feet. Last season’s average yield of 78.9 points per game was the most since 1988-
89...Despite a difficult schedule  (10 games vs. playoff teams) six of the losses were
by five or fewer points and 10 by eight or less. None was by more than 12. Experience
began to pay dividends down the stretch, with SPU prevailing in three of the final four
games deciding by five or fewer points, including two on the road.

Opponent & series notes. The Australia Institute of Sport features some of the
country’s players ages 18-22. They play against veteran clubs in the South East
Australia Basketball League...Nevada was the darling of the Seattle area last March
when it shocked Michigan State and Gonzaga at the NCAA first and second rounds in
KeyArena. The Wolfpack have a new coach in Mark Fox and feature 6-11 sophomore
Nick Fazekas. SPU visited Reno two years ago, losing a regular season game, 89-80.

SPU-UW ticket sale. Tickets go on sale Monday (Nov. 1) for the SPU-Washing-
ton game, Nov. 19 at Bank of America Arena. Visit the Husky Ticket Office in the
Graves Building (next to the arena) Monday-Friday, 8:30-5 p.m.; call (206) 543-2200
or click on gohuskies.com. Prices are $10, $18 and $20 and tickets are going fast.

SPU Coaches.  In his first season Jeff Hironaka won more games (16) than all
but one other first-year SPU coach. A former aide at Idaho State and The Master’s,
Hironaka became Ken Bone’s top assistant in 1991 and from there the Falcons won
236 of 253 games, claimed five outright or shared conference championships and
qualified for the NCAA tournament eight times, including a Final Four advancement
in 2000. Hironaka is the second Japanese-American head coach of a four-year
collegiate program. Brock Veltri is Hironaka’s chief assistant. Veltri spent two years
in a similar position with Scottsdale Community College in Arizona. A former Idaho
State graduate assistant, he played two years at Peninsula College in Port Angeles,
Wa. Scott Reid, a KingCo coach of the year at Bellevue’s Newport High School, is in
his second season and George Parker, who first served as a volunteer assistant in
1986, returns for his 16th year.

2004-05 Season Schedule
Date Opponent Res./Time
Nov. 6 AUSTRALIA INST. (Exhib.) 2:00
Nov. 13 at Nevada (Exhib.) 8:00
Nov. 19 at Washington 7:30
N. 19-20 SODEXHO TIP-OFF CLASSIC
Nov. 19 NW Nazarene v CS San Bern. 3:00

Saint Martin’s v Chico State 7:00
Nov. 20 NW Naz. v Cal St. San Bern. 3:00

SPU v CHICO STATE 7:00
N. 25-27 Hilo Shootout (Hilo, Hi.)
Nov. 25 SPU v Hillsdale (Mi.) 9:15
Nov. 26 SPU at Hawaii Hilo 9:30
Nov. 27 SPU v Shippensburg (Pa.) 5:00
Dec. 2 SEATTLE UNIVERSITY* 7:30
Dec. 4 NORTHWEST NAZARENE* 7:00
Dec. 10 PACIFIC LUTHERAN 7:00
Dec. 18-19High Desert Classic (Las Vegas, Nv.)
Dec. 18 SPU v Cal State Bakersfield 2:15
Dec. 19 SPU v Central Missouri 12:00
Dec. 29-30OAK HARBOR FREIGHTLINES CL.
Dec. 29 Seattle University v Puget Sound 3:00

SPU v WISCONSIN PARKSIDE7:00
Dec. 30 Seattle U. v Wisconsin Parkside 3:00

SPU v PUGET SOUND 7:00
Jan. 6 at Central Washington* 7:00
Jan. 8 at Saint Martin’s* 7:00
Jan. 15 WESTERN WASHINGTON* 7:00
Jan. 20 ALASKA ANCHORAGE* 7:00
Jan. 22 ALASKA FAIRBANKS* 3:00
Jan. 27 at Western Oregon* 7:00
Jan. 29 at Humboldt State* 7:00
Feb. 2 SAINT MARTIN’S* 7:00
Feb. 5 CENTRAL WASHINGTON* 3:30
Feb. 12 at Western Washington* 7:00
Feb. 17 at Alaska Fairbanks* 8:00
Feb. 19 at Alaska Anchorage* 9:05
Feb. 24 HUMBOLDT STATE* 7:30
Feb. 26 WESTERN OREGON* 7:00
Mar. 3 at Northwest Nazarene* 6:00
Mar. 5 at Seattle University* 7:00
Mar. 11-14NCAA West Regional
Mar. 23-26NCAA Elite Eight (Grand Forks, ND)

*Great Northwest Athletic Conference games

All times are Pacific

2003-04 Season Leaders
Scoring
Jason Chivers √ 16.3
Jordan Lee √ 15.9
Dustin Bremerman √ 12.5
Ralph Steele √ 10.6

Rebounds
Jason Chivers √ 11.3
Dustin Bremerman √ 4.7

Assists
Tony Binetti √ 4.8
Jordan Lee √ 2.7

Steals
Tony Binetti √ 1.7
Dustin Bremerman √ 0.8

Blocked Shots
Jason Chivers √ 1.8

Field Goal Percentage
Jason Chivers √ .518
Jordan Lee √ .498

Three Point Percentage
Jordan Lee (68-135) .504
Jeff Knudson (46-103) .447

Free Throw Percentage
Ralph Steele √ (82-90) .911
Jordan Lee √ (51-63) .810
√ Returnee

2004-05 Men’s Basketball Roster
No. Name Pos Hgt Yr Exp Hometown (High School/Last Coll.)

1 Jordan Lee √ G 6-2 Sr 3V Tacoma, Wa. (Life Christian)
2 Matt Birkle G 6-2 So TR Anacortes, Wa. (An’tes/Whatcom CC)
3 Jeff Knudson F 6-7 Jr 2V Mukilteo,Wa (Kamiak)
4 Ralph Steele G 6-2 Sr 1VNo. Birmingham, Al. (Huffman/Citrus JC)

10 Chris Faidley √ G 6-1 Fr HS Seattle, Wa. (King’s)
11 Tony Binetti √ G 6-1 Jr 2V Enumclaw, Wa. (Enumclaw)
13 Mike Bushmaker F 6-7 Jr 2V Yakima, Wa (Eisenhower)
20 Austin Yuen G 5-8 So 1V Mercer Island, Wa. (Mercer Island)
22 Chad Williams √ F 6-8 Jr 1V Burlington, Wa. (Bu.-Edison/Whatcom CC)
23 Tim Gabelein F 6-6 So 1V Langley, Wa. (South Whidbey)
30 Drew Matzen F 6-4 So 1V Bothell, Wa. (Lynnwood)
34 Jason Chivers √ C 6-8 Sr 2V Los Angeles, Ca. (Highland/LA Trade)
32 Dustin Bremerman √ F 6-4 So 1V Yakima, Wa. (Eisenhower)
50 Paul Brockman F 6-5 Fr HS Snohomish, Wa. (Snohomish)

Darel Lucas G 6-0 Jr TR Wichita, Ks. (Southeast/Binghamton)
Robbie Will C 6-10 So TR Seattle, Wa. (O’Dea/Bellevue CC)

Head Coach: Jeff Hironaka
Assistant Coaches: Brock Veltri, Scott Reid, George Parker
√ Returning starters


