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SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
ATHLETICS

The Long Way Home: SPU Bound For Texas, Reno

Chivers Is Center Of Attention As Falcons Win GNAC Openers
Tough trip ahead. They’ll be home for Christmas, mom. But they’re taking
a roundabout path. In the final men’s basketball action prior to a 15-day holiday
break, Seattle Pacific University takes its first trip to Texas and returns via Reno.
The Falcons (5-1) meet a couple of formidable Division II foes in Missouri
Western (4-1) and unbeaten Pittsburg State, Ks., (7-0) at the River City Shootout
in San Antonio next Monday and Tuesday (Dec. 16-17). Afterwards, they play
their first D-I date in five years at Nevada (2-4) Thursday (Dec. 19). Play
resumes Jan. 3-4 in Seattle with the Oak Harbor Freight Lines Classic.

Live like a pro. This particular SPU travel junket resembles the NBA in its
concentration of three games in four days and high-mileage travel. The Falcons
are going east of the Rockies for the first time since the 2000 Elite Eight in
Louisville and they haven’t been in Reno to face the Wolf Pack since the 1972-
73 season. In fact, D-I teams have shied from playing Seattle Pacific for much of
the past seven seasons, with just one game (Weber State in 1997-98) during that
span. SPU last defeated a D-I 16 years ago at Eastern Washington.

Dynamite in December. Scattle Pacific has a head of steam going into
this road trip, having won its Great Northwest Athletic Conference openers on
the road last week. Jeff Hironaka is off to the best start by a new Falcons coach
and last week’s results were strongly rooted in an improved defensive effort.
Central Washington was held 23 points under its scoring average in an 81-71
win and Saint Martin’s totaled only 23 second-half points and shot just 31
percent as SPU posted its first blowout of the young season, 79-56. The Falcons
have now won 24 consecutive December games, dating back to 1998-99.

Center of attention. After showing mere flashes of his potential in the
preseason and first few regular season outings, center Jason Chivers (So., 6-8,
Palmdale, Ca./Highland-L.A. Trade Tech) played huge last week, particularly in
the Central Washington contest. With the team’s top scorer ailing, Chivers
stepped forward and became a dominating presence inside. He converted nine of
10 field goals, grabbed 12 rebounds and scored 18 of his 22 points in the second
half in the win over the Wildcats. He was in double figures again at St. Martin’s,
scoring 10 points to wrap-up GNAC player of the week. Chivers, while averag-
ing only 18 minutes of play, leads the team in rebounding at 6.7. Not bad,
considering this is only his third year of organized basketball. Chivers played his
senior year (1996) of high school before embarking on a four-year stint in
baseball’s minor leagues, most notably with the New York Mets organization.
He played 15 games of junior college ball before a knee injury last season.

Yu still da man. The rest of the West Region is well aware of Yusef Aziz
(Sr., 6-4, Seattle, Wa./Foster-Highline CC) and that awareness will no doubt
expand on this coming trip. Following a bout with the flu, which contributed to
his season-low, 8-point outing at Central, Aziz returned to health and form at
Saint Martin’s. He hit all five of his field goals and scored 13 of his 18 points in
the second half as the Falcons pulled away. It raised Aziz back to an 18.5 scoring
average. He also leads the team in assists (3.7), blocks (1.0) and is shooting 54
percent from the field. As a junior transfer, Aziz was voted the GNAC new-
comer of the year and selected to both the all-conference and all-region teams.
Aziz is the son of Zaid Aziz, a 10-year veteran of the NBA (Royals, Sonics,
Rockets, Bucks) and member of the Iowa State athletics hall of fame.

Bombers, yes. Mad, no. Seattle Pacific has demonstrated it has a cast of
shooters, evidenced by a 50-percent figure on all field goals and a GNAC-
leading 44 percent on three-pointers. Far from being mad bombers, the Falcons
have worked patiently for good, high-percentage shots, no matter what the
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SPU Quick Facts
2002-03 Record—5-1
Coach-Jeff Hironaka, 1st year
Coach’s Career Record- 5-1

Upcoming Games
River City Shootout * San Antonio, Tx.
Greehey Arena, Saint Mary’s University

Mon., Dec. 16, 3 p.m. PST
SPU vs. Missouri Western (4-1)

Tue., Dec. 17, 3 p.m. PST
SPU vs. Pittsburg State, Ks. (7-0)

Thr., Dec. 19, 7:05 p.m.
at Nevada (2-4)

Lawlor Events Center, Reno, Nv.

Last Week's Results
SPU 81, at Central Washington 71
SPU 79, at Saint Martin’s 56

Streaks & Such
The Falcons have won 24 straight Decem-
ber games, dating back to 1998-99

Stat de jour
Not since the 1986-87 season has Seattle
Pacific defeated a Division I program

GNAC Standings

W L W L
Alaska Fairbanks 2 0 7 0
Seattle Pacific 2 0 5 1
Humboldt State 1 0 5 0
Western Washington 1 1 5 2
Seattle University 1 1 4 2
Central Washington 1 1 4 2
Alaska Anchorage 1 1 3 4
Western Oregon 0 1 4 2
Northwest Nazarene 0 2 1 5
Saint Martin’s 0 2 0o 7



distance. Redshirt freshman forward Jeff Knudson (Fr., 6-7, Mukilteo, Wa./Kamiak)
is the purest shooter of the bunch, with a range extending well beyond the arc.
Knudson has come off the bench to sink a conference-best 65 percent of his three-
pointers and 17-28 field goals overall. Aziz is 5-11 on treys and guards Maurice Cato
(Sr., 6-0, Fairfield, Ca.), Adam Harris (Sr., 6-0, Fox Island, Wa./Gig Harbor), Jordan
Lee (So., 6-2, Tacoma, Wa./Life Christian) and Tony Binetti (Fr., 6-1, Enumclaw,
Wa.) are a combined 26-68 (38 percent). Strangely, while players are locked-in on the
hoop from 20 feet, they are struggling at 15. The Falcons are dead last in GNAC free-
throw accuracy (.664) after setting a team record of 77 percent last season.

Put-backs. Daniel Sandrin (Sr., 6-7, Bothell, Wa.) moved into the starting lineup
last week while Jesse Keely (Sr., 6-7, Fircrest, Wa./Bellarmine) is now coming off the
bench. Sandrin totaled 21 points (8-15 FGs, 5-6 FTs) last week. Keely owns a field-
goal accuracy mark of .647 (11-17)...0vershadowed by Chivers, Cato scored a
season-high 19 points at Central and is No. 2 on the team with an 11.6 average. The
four guards are averaging a combined 30.0 points and are a plus-16 in assists-to-
turnovers...Since allowing each of the first four opponents to shoot over 47 percent,
the defense stiffened last week, allowing only 36 percent shooting and 63.5 points per
game...While Seattle Pacific has come up short vs. D-I teams, the point spread has
been relatively close. In the past six such encounters (Boise State, Oregon State,
Oregon, Washington State twice and Weber State) since 1992, the average margin was
13.2 points...Fellow GNAC members Alaska Fairbanks and Alaska Anchorage already
own victories over D-Is this season, albeit all on home courts. UAF beat UW-Green
Bay, Nebraska and Weber State at the Top of the World Classic while UAA defeated
Montana...The Falcons are no stranger to Nevada. They opted to forego the High
Desert Classic in Las Vegas in favor of San Antonio. They had gone to Vegas four of
the past five seasons, going 6-2 in games there...SPU has not lost consecutive games
since the end of the 2000-01 season and has not lost three in a row since midway
through the 1997-98 season...Aziz ranks No. 6 in GNAC scoring, assists and blocks
and No. 9 in rebounding (6.0). Chivers is eighth in rebounding.

Opponent & series notes. Missouri Western, like SPU, made the NCAA
tournament last season. The Griffons finished 23-7 and will be meeting the Falcons
for the second time. SPU prevailed 89-71 back in 1995-96 in Seattle...Pittsburg State
is a perennial playoff contender. The Gorillas missed the cut last season despite going
17-10 and return top scorer Cedric Brooks, who is averaging 22.0 points per game.
SPU leads the series 2-0, with wins in 1993-94 and 1991-92...Saint Mary’s (2-5) is the
host school for the River City Shootout...Nevada, which plays at Santa Clara Saturday
night, has brought back four starters from a 17-13 club in the WAC. The Wolf Pack
are coached by Seattle native and former Washington assistant (1989-92) Trent
Johnson. Seattle Pacific leads the series 3-1. Two of the wins came after the Pack was
elevated to Div. I in 1969-70 and another in the 1964 Div. II tournament.

SPU Coaches. The longest-serving assistant in program history, Jeff Hironaka
was selected to succeed Ken Bone as head coach Apr. 30, 2002. A former aide at
Idaho State and The Master’s, Hironaka joined Bone in 1991 and from there the
Falcons won 236 of 253 games, claimed five outright or shared conference champion-
ships and qualified for the NCAA tournament eight of the last nine years, including a
Final Four advancement in 2000. Hironaka is the second Japanese-American head
coach of a four-year collegiate program. Keith Cooper, an alumnus of Seattle Pacific,
is the staff’s top assistant. Cooper previously was an assistant at Central Washington.

2002-03 Men'’s Basketball Roster
No. Name Pos Hgt Yr Exp Hometown (High School/Last Coll.)
1 Jordan Lee 6-2 So 1V Tacoma, Wa. (Life Christian)
3 Maurice CatoV 6-0 Sr 1V Fairfield, Ca (Fairfield/Skyline)
4 Mike Bushmaker 6-7 Fr RS Yakima, Wa (Eisenhower)
10 Adam HarrisV 6-0 Sr 3V Fox Island, Wa. (Gig Harbor)
11 Tony Binetti 6-1 Fr HS Enumclaw, Wa. (Enumclaw)
15 Jeff Knudson 6-7 Fr RS Mukilteo,Wa (Kamiak)
21 Yusef AzizV 6-4 Sr 1V Seattle, Wa (Foster/Highline)
22 Jesse Keely C 6-7 Sr 2V Fircrest, Wa. (Bellarmine/Portland)
30 Gene Woodard 6-4 Sr 3V Edmonds, Wa. (O'Dea)
34 Jason ChiversV 6-8 So TR Palmdale, Ca. (Highland/L A Trade)
40 Daniel SandrinV 6-7 Sr 2V Bothell, Wa. (Bothell/Portland)
50 Chris Cohen 6-8 Jr 2V Saint Helens, Or. (Saint Helens)
\ projected starter
Head Coach: Jeff Hironaka
Assistant Coaches: Keith Cooper, George Parker, Rich King, Michael Johnson

amaoaTITTHAQTAQQQ

2002-03 Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Time
Nov. 8 NW ALL-STARS (Ex.) W, 108-77
Nov.15 BLUE ANGELS (Ex.) W, 117-96
Nov. 22-23 VITAMILK TIP-OFF CLASSIC

Nov.22  SPU v MINN.DULUTH W, 80-70
Nov.23  SPU v CENTRAL WASH. W, 84-81
Nov.25  WARNER PACIFIC W, 71-66
Nov.30  SEATTLE UNIVERSITY L, 64-70
Dec.5 at Central Washington* W, 81-71
Dec.7 at Saint Martin’s* W, 79-56

Dec. 16-17 River City Shootout (at San Antonio)

Dec. 16 SPU v Missouri Western 3:00
Dec. 17  Seattle Pacific v Pittsburg State 3:00
Dec. 19 at Nevada 7:05
Jan.3-4  OAK HARBOR FREIGHTLINES CL.

Jan. 3 Seattle U. v Rocky Mountain ~ 5:00

SPU v UC SANTA CRUZ 7:00
Jan. 4 Seattle Univ. v UC Santa Cruz 2:00

SPU v ROCKY MOUNTAIN  7:00
Jan. 11 WESTERN WASHINGTON* 7:00
Jan. 16 ALASKA ANCHORAGE* 7:00
Jan. 18 ALASKA FAIRBANKS* 7:00
Jan. 23 at Western Oregon* 7:00
Jan. 25 at Humboldt State* 7:00
Jan. 30 SEATTLE UNIVERSITY* 7:30
Feb. 1 NORTHWEST NAZARENE* 3:30

Feb. 8 at Western Washington* 7:00
Feb. 13 at Alaska Fairbanks* 8:00
Feb. 15 at Alaska Anchorage* 9:05
Feb.20 HUMBOLDT STATE* 7:30
Feb.22 ~ WESTERN OREGON* 7:00
Feb. 27 at Northwest Nazarene* 6:00
Mar. 1 at Seattle University* 7:00
Mar. 6 SAINT MARTIN’S* 7:30

Mar. 8 CENTRAL WASHINGTON*  7:00
Mar. 15-18 NCAA West Regional
Mar. 28-31 NCAA Elite Eight (at Lakeland, Fl1.)

*Great Northwest Athletic Conference games
All times are Pacific

2002-03 Season Leaders

Scoring

Yusef Aziz 18.5
Maurice Cato 11.6
Jeff Knudson 8.2
Jason Chivers 7.7
Adam Harris 7.5
Daniel Sandrin 58
Rebounds

Jason Chivers 6.7
Yusef Aziz 6.2
Assists

Yusef Aziz 3.7
Maurice Cato 3.0
Adam Harris 2.3
Steals

Maurice Cato 1.40
Blocked Shots

Yusef Aziz 1.00
Field Goal Percentage

Jeff Knudson .607
Yusef Aziz 539

Three Point Percentage

Jeff Knudson (13-20) .650
Adam Harris (8-17) 471
Free Throw Percentage

Jesse Keely (10-12) .833
Team  Pts. Reb FG% FT% 3P%

SPU 765 332 503 664 442
Opp. 690 292 445 638 403




Seattle Pacific University
2002-03 Men’s Basketball Statistics
Record: 5-1/2- 0 GNAC

Date  Opponent Score Site Attend Record Leading Scorer Leading Rebounder
11/22  Minn.-Duluth W 80-70 H Seattle, Wa. 1075 1- 0 15- Lee/Knudson 8- Chris Cohen
11/28  Central WashingtonW  84- 81 H Seattle, Wa. 875 2- 0 32-YusefAziz 8- Jason Chivers
11/25  Warner Pacific W 71-66 H Seattle, Wa. 415 3- 0 19- Yusef Aziz 8- Jesse Keely
11/30  Seattle University 64- 70 L H Seattle, Wa. 575 3- 1 21-YusefAziz 11- Yusef Aziz
12/ 5 Central WashingtonW  81- 71 H Ellensburg, Wa. 1328 4- 1 22-Jason Chivers 12- Jason Chivers
12/ 7 Saint Martin’s W 79-56 H Lacey, Wa. 253 5- 1 18- YusefAziz 7-Jason Chivers
—AlFG— —3PtFG— —FT — — Rebounds —
Seattle Pacific GP-GS M- A Pct M- A Pct M- A Pct Off Def TotAvg A TOBLKSTLPF-D Min- Avg Pts Avg
Yusef Aziz 6-6 41- 76 53.9 5-11 455 24-42 571 9 28 37 62 22 17 6 1 9-0194-32.3 111 18.5
Tony Binetti 6-1 12- 29414 5-18 278 2- 5 400 5 9 1423 7 7 4 414-0100-16.7 31 5.2
Mike Bushmaker 3-0 0- 0 0O O-0 00O O-1 0O O 3 310 O 1t O O 1-0 10- 33 ©0 0.0
Maurice Cato 5-5 22- 46478 7-19 368 7-10 70.0 1 8 9181510 1 7 9-0125-25.0 58 11.6
Jason Chivers 6-6 19- 38500 O0- 0 00 811 727 13 27 4067 1 5 3 3 14-0109-182 46 7.7
Chris Cohen 6-0 7- 13538 0- 0 00 2- 5400 8 9 1728 2 5 0 210-0 54- 9.0 16 27
Adam Harris 6-6 16- 29552 8-17 471 5- 5100.0 3 8 1118 1410 0 7 9-1138-283.0 45 75
Jesse Keely 6-4 11- 17647 1- 11000 10-12833 5 13 1830 8 8 2 3 13-1 95-158 33 55
Jeff Knudson 6-0 17- 2860.7 13-20 650 2- 3 66.7 5 11 1627 9 5 1 4 14-0114-19.0 49 8.2
Jordan Lee 6-0 13- 25520 6-14 429 2- 21000 2 4 610 9 3 0 1 5-0 98-163 34 57
Daniel Sandrin 5-2 11- 2740.7 O0- 1 00 7- 8 875 7 7 1428 11 10 2 5 12-0100-20.0 29 5.8
Gene Woodard 6-0 2- 12167 1- 3333 2- 3667 3 12 15625 3 6 1 2 5-0 63-1056 7 1.2
Team 7 5 12 0 0
Seattle Pacific 6- 6 171- 340 50.3 46-104 44.2 71-107 66.4 68 144 21235.3101 87 20 39115-2 459 76.5
Opponents 6- 6 155- 348 44.5 37-92 40.2 67-10563.8 72 117 18931.5 78 89 15 38107- 1 414 69.0

— First Half — — Second Half — — Game —
AllFG 88- 176 50.0% 83- 164 50.6% 171- 340 50.3%
3 PtFG 23- 50 46.0% 23- 54 42.6% 46- 104 44.2%
FT 28- 45 62.2% 43- 62 69.4% 71- 107 66.4%

Deadball Rebounds: Seattle Pacific 17, Opponents 18
Opponent Team Rebounds: 14 — (Offense: 10 Defense: 4)
Technical Fouls: None



