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Ready Or Not: GNAC Play Begins On Road

Falcons Visit Central, Saints; Aziz Begins Strong

A long & winding road. For most, the month of December means going
home and being among loved ones. For the Seattle Pacific University men’s
basketball team it’s a page of the calendar full of trips, trips and more trips out
of town and into enemy territory. The first of five consecutive road games for
the Falcons (3-1) comes Thursday night (Dec. 5) when they begin Great
Northwest Athletic Conference play at Central Washington (3-1). Saturday night
(Dec. 7) SPU visits Saint Martin’s (0-5) before a nine-day break for final exams.
Games resume Dec. 16-17 with the River City Shootout in San Antonio.

Just a taste. This week is something of a false start for the Falcons and the
rest of the GNAC teams. They play their first of 18 conference games only to
take a four-week break before resuming the week of Jan. 6. However, a fast start
is essential to staying in contention for the GNAC title. Last season, co-champi-
ons SPU, Humboldt State and Western Washington each emerged with not only
two opening wins but those wins came on the road. A year ago, Seattle Pacific
began with victories at Central Washington (101-100 in double overtime) and
Saint Martin’s (73-46) and went on to win a school-record 15 straight games.

The poll revisited. After a couple weeks of results, the GNAC preseason
poll generally resembles the current standings—with one exception. Alaska
Fairbanks, picked to finish in the basement, has already surpassed last season’s
win total (4-23) and beaten three Division I teams: Wisconsin-Green Bay,
Nebraska and Weber State. The Nanooks and heavy favorite Humboldt remain
the only unbeaten teams. SPU was picked to finish fourth, behind Western
Washington and Central.

Yu da man. It’s a relatively short name, yet in scrabble or basketball it adds
up to about 22 points per game. Yusef Aziz (Sr., 6-4, Seattle, Wa./Foster-
Highline CC) has begun the season both in the spotlight and on a tear. Aziz is
the Falcons’ go-to guy and for good reason, averaging 24.0 points and shooting
65 percent in the past three games. In the last outing, he flirted with a triple-
double, finishing with 21 points, 11 rebounds and a career-high seven assists
against Seattle University. The Redhawks clogged the middle but Aziz retaliated
by both kicking the ball out to open perimeter players and sinking four three-
pointers himself. Central Washington will likely devote most of its defensive
attention to Aziz, given that he scored a career-high 32 points versus the
Wildcats in the teams’ first meeting Nov. 23.

Long distance? Dial Knudson. No sooner does Jeff Knudson (Fr., 6-7,
Mukilteo, Wa./Kamiak) walk onto the court and opposing coaches quickly
identify him as “shooter.” And for good reason. Four games into his college
career, the redshirt sixth man is off to a sizzling start. Knudson is knocking
down high-arching jumpers from as far as 24 feet and doing so often. He’s the
team’s No. 3 scorer (10.2) and has hit 11 of 17 shots beyond the three-point arc.
Knudson made five treys in his debut vs. Minnesota-Duluth, four vs. Seattle U .
and ranks second in GNAC overall field-goal percentage (.583).

Trey magnifique. Ideally, Coach Jeff Hironaka wants to establish some
lowpost scoring threats in addition to Aziz. But while that task undergoes
development there is no shortage of firepower from the outside. First there was
Knudson, then the guards and now Aziz is found parked on the arc, shooting
threes. Against Seattle U., Seattle Pacific connected on 15 treys (27 attempts)—
the most in the past 63 games. In all, six different players hit threes, including
three by Maurice Cato (Sr., 6-0, Fairfield, Ca.) and two from Adam Harris
(Sr., 6-0, Fox Island, wa./Gig Harbor) which were approximately 22-footers.

SPU Quick Facts
2002-03 Record-3-1
Coach-Jeff Hironaka, 1st year
Coach’s Career Record- 3-1

This Week

Thr., Dec. 6, 7 p.m.

at Central Washington (3-1)
Nicholson Pavilion, Ellensburg, Wa.

Sat., Dec.7,7 p.m.
at Saint Martin’s (0-5)
Saint Martin’s Pavilion, Lacey, Wa.

Last Week’s Results
at SPU 71, Warner Pacific 66
Seattle University 70, at SPU 64

Streaks & Such

SPU has not lost consecutive games since
the end of the 2000-01 season has not lost
three in a row since 1997-98

Stat de jour
The Falcons made 15 three-pointers vs.
Seattle U.~the most in the past 63 games

GNAC Preseason Poll
1. Humboldt State (9)

2.  Western Washington

3.  Central Washington (1)

4. Seattle Pacific

5. Alaska Anchorage

6. Seattle University

7. Western Oregon

8.  Saint Martin’s

9. Northwest Nazarene
10. Alaska Fairbanks
Note: First-place votes in parentheses
GNAC Standings

w

Alaska Fairbanks 0
Humboldt State 0
Western Washington 0
Seattle Pacific 0

Seattle University 0
Western Oregon 0
Central Washington 0
Alaska Anchorage 0
Northwest Nazarene 0
Saint Martin’s 0
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Unfortunately, the Falcons made just eight baskets inside the arc and took seven trips
to the foul line. The latter two totals were sore spots as the team lost, 70-64.

Put-backs. SPU has not lost consecutive games since the end of the 2000-01
season and has not lost three in a row since midway through the 1997-98
season...Backup center Chris Cohen (Jr., 6-8, Saint Helens, Or.) already has 14
rebounds, more than half his total for his sophomore season. Cohen averages 3.8
boards in just 10.2 minutes. Starter Jason Chivers (So., 6-8, Palmdale, Ca./Highland-
L.A. Trade Tech) is averaging 5.2 rebounds in 15.2 minutes...Jordan Lee (So., 6-2,
Tacoma, Wa./Life Christian) had a career-high four assists vs. Seattle U...Tony Binetti
(Fr., 6-1, Enumclaw, Wa.) had five rebounds and four assists off the bench...Eight of
the 12 players in uniform have made at least one three-pointer...Daniel Sandrin (Sr.,
6-7, Bothell, Wa.) and Gene Woodard (Sr., 6-4, Edmonds, Wa./O’Dea), the top two
frontline reserves last season, are both mired in early shooting slumps. Sandrin shot
58 percent and Woodard 51 percent as juniors but so far they are just a combined 4-
19...Aziz is listed among the GNAC leaders in scoring (21.2/No. 5), rebounds (6.0/
No. 6) and assists (4.2/No. 4)...Knudson is tied for second in GNAC 3-point accuracy
(.647)...The Falcons are No. 2 in three-point accuracy (.468) and No. 3 in rebounding
margin (+4.7) but are allowing opponents to shoot 49 percent...Opponents have shot
47 percent or higher in each of the first four games. Last season only five opponents
shot better than 47 percent in the 29 games...After shooting 77 percent from the foul
line in the first two games, SPU was just 11 of 23 last week.

Opponent & series notes. This is the 104th renewal of the Saint Martin’s
series, the lengthiest of all for SPU. Seattle Pacific has won seven meetings in a row,
18 of the last 19 and leads the series 72-31...Central Washington’s sole loss was to
SPU, 84-81, Nov. 22 in Seattle. Kasey Ulin and Terry Thompson each average 18.0
points and Central leads the GNAC in scoring (94.0), shooting (.544) and 3-point
shooting (.493). The Falcons trail the series 58-34 but have wins in six of the last
seven meetings. Cato scored his career-best 28 points, inlcuding the decisive two free
throws, in the win at Ellensburg last season.

Missing links. For the latest and best information on Seattle Pacific University
athletics, click on the Falcons Online (www.spu.edu/falconsonline). For updated
standings and statistics, see the Great Northwest Athletic Conference web site at
WWWw.gnacsports.com.

SPU Coaches. The longest-serving assistant in program history, Jeff Hironaka
was selected to succeed Ken Bone as head coach Apr. 30, 2002. A former aide at
Idaho State and The Master’s, Hironaka joined Bone in 1991 and from there the
Falcons won 236 of 253 games, claimed five outright or shared conference champion-
ships and qualified for the NCAA tournament eight of the last nine years, including a
Final Four advancement in 2000. Hironaka is the second Japanese-American head
coach of a four-year collegiate program. Keith Cooper, an alumnus of Seattle Pacific,
is the staff’s top assistant. Cooper previously was an assistant at Central Washington
and Pacific Lutheran, and head coach at Federal Way’s Decatur High School.

2002-03 Men's Basketball Roster
No. Name Pos Hgt Yr Exp Hometown (High School/Last Coll.)
1 Jordan Lee 6-2 So 1V Tacoma, Wa. (Life Christian)
3 Maurice Cato 6-0 Sr 1V Fairfield, Ca (Fairfield/Skyline)
4 Mike Bushmaker 6-7 Fr RS Yakima, Wa (Eisenhower)
10 Adam Harris 6-0 Sr 3V Fox Island, Wa. (Gig Harbor)
11 Tony Binetti 6-1 Fr HS Enumclaw, Wa. (Enumclaw)
15 Jeff Knudson 6-7 Fr RS Mukilteo,Wa (Kamiak)
20 Jordan Beede 6-1 Fr HS Bellingham, Wa. (Squalicum)
21 Yusef Aziz 6-4 Sr 1V Seattle, Wa (Foster/Highline)
22 Jesse Keely C 6-7 Sr 2V Fircrest, Wa. (Bellarmine/Portland)
23 Tim Gabelein 6-6 Fr HS Langley, Wa. (South Whidbey)
30 Gene Woodard 6-4 Sr 3V Edmonds, Wa. (O'Dea)
32 Dustin Bremerman 6-4 Fr HS Yakima, Wa. (Eisenhower)
34 Jason Chivers 6-8 So TR Palmdale, Ca. (Highland/L A Trade)
40 Daniel Sandrin 6-7 Sr 2V Bothell, Wa. (Bothell/Portland)
50 Chris Cohen 6-8 Jr 2V Saint Helens, Or. (Saint Helens)

Head Coach: Jeff Hironaka
Assistant Coaches: Keith Cooper, George Parker, Rich King, Michael Johnson

ATATTTITITQTQAQTAQQ

2002-03 Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Time
Nov. 8 NW ALL-STARS (Ex.) W, 108-77
Nov.15 BLUE ANGELS (Ex.) W, 117-96
Nov. 22-23 VITAMILK TIP-OFF CLASSIC

Nov.22  SPU v MINN. DULUTH W, 80-70
Nov.23  SPU v CENTRAL WASH. W, 84-81

Nov.25  WARNER PACIFIC W, 71-66
Nov.30  SEATTLE UNIVERSITY L, 64-70
Dec.5 at Central Washington* 7:00
Dec. 7 at Saint Martin’s* 7:00
Dec. 16-17 River City Shootout (at San Antonio)
Dec. 16 ~ SPU v Missouri Western 3:00
Dec. 17  Seattle Pacific v Pittsburg State 3:00
Dec. 19  at Nevada 7:05

Jan.3-4  OAK HARBOR FREIGHTLINES CL.
Jan. 3 Seattle Univ. v Rocky Mountain5:00
SPU v UC SANTA CRUZ 7:00
Jan. 4 Seattle Univ. v UC Santa Cruz 2:00
SPU v ROCKY MOUNTAIN 7:00
Jan. 11 WESTERN WASHINGTON* 7:00
Jan. 16 ALASKA ANCHORAGE* 7:00
Jan. 18 ALASKA FAIRBANKS* 7:00
Jan. 23 at Western Oregon* 7:00
Jan. 25 at Humboldt State* 7:00
Jan. 30 SEATTLE UNIVERSITY* 7:30
Feb. 1 NORTHWEST NAZARENE* 3:30

Feb. 8 at Western Washington* 7:00
Feb. 13 at Alaska Fairbanks* 8:00
Feb. 15 at Alaska Anchorage* 9:05
Feb.20 HUMBOLDT STATE* 7:30
Feb.22 ~ WESTERN OREGON* 7:00
Feb. 27 at Northwest Nazarene* 6:00
Mar. 1 at Seattle University* 7:00
Mar. 6 SAINT MARTIN’S* 7:30

Mar. 8 CENTRAL WASHINGTON*  7:00
Mar. 15-18 NCAA West Regional
Mar. 28-31 NCAA Elite Eight (at Lakeland, Fl1.)

*Great Northwest Athletic Conference games
All times are Pacific

2002-03 Season Leaders

Scoring

Yusef Aziz 21.2
Maurice Cato 10.7
Jeff Knudson 10.2
Adam Harris 7.2
Rebounds

Yusef Aziz 6.0
Jason Chivers 52
Jesse Keely 3.8
Assists

Yusef Aziz 43
Adam Harris 2.0
Daniel Sandrin 2.0
Steals

Adam Harris 1.25
Blocked Shots

Yusef Aziz 1.50
Field Goal Percentage

Jeff Knudson 583
Yusef Aziz .545
Three Point Percentage

Jeff Knudson (11-17) .647
Yusef Aziz (4-8) .500

Free Throw Percentage
Jesse Keely (9-10) .900

Team Pts. Reb FG% FT% 3P%
SPU 748 345 478 676 468
Opp. 718 298 489 673 421




Seattle Pacific University
2002-03 Men’s Basketball Statistics
Record: 3-1/0- 0 GNAC

Date  Opponent Score Site Attend Record Leading Scorer Leading Rebounder
11/22  Minn.-Duluth W 80-70 H Seattle, Wa. 1075 1- 0 15-Lee/Knudson 8- Chris Cohen
11/28  Central WashingtonW  84- 81 H Seattle, Wa. 875 2- 0 32-YusefAziz 8- Jason Chivers
11/25  Warner Pacific W 71-66 H Seattle, Wa. 415 3- 0 19- Yusef Aziz 8- Jesse Keely
11/30  Seattle University 64- 70 L H Seattle, Wa. 575 3- 1 21-YusefAziz 11- Yusef Aziz
—AlIFG— —3PtFG— —FT — — Rebounds —
Seattle Pacific GP-GS M- A Pct M- A Pct M- A Pct Off Def TotAvg A TOBLKSTLPF-D Min- Avg Pts Avg
Yusef Aziz 4- 4 30- 55545 4- 8 50.0 21-34 618 8 16 24 6.0 17 13 6 1 5-0128-32.0 8521.2
Tony Binetti 4-1 9- 21429 514357 0-1 00 5 7 1230 6 6 4 3 9-0 78-195 23 538
Mike Bushmaker 2-0 0- 0 00 O-0 00 O-1 00 O 2 210 O 1t O O 1-0 8 40 o0 0.0
Maurice Cato 3-3 13- 30433 5-14 357 1- 2 50.0 1 2 310 6 5 1 4 7-0 70-23.3 32107
Jason Chivers 4-4 6- 19316 0- 0 00 2- 3667 10 11 2152 0 4 3 1 9-0 61-152 14 35
Chris Cohen 4-0 6- 966.7 0- 0 0.0 2- 5400 7 7 1435 1 3 0 0 5-0 41-102 14 35
Adam Harris 4- 4 9- 19474 6-13 46.2 5- 51000 2 6 820 7 8 0 5 7-0101-25.2 29 7.2
Jesse Keely 4-4 7- 11636 1- 11000 9-10 900 4 11 1538 6 4 1 3 9-1 74-185 24 6.0
Jeff Knudson 4- 0 14- 24583 11-17 647 2- 3667 3 10 1332 6 4 1 1 11-0 95-23.8 41 10.2
Jordan Lee 4-0 9- 17529 4- 9 444 2- 21000 2 2 410 8 1 0 1 4-0 66-165 24 6.0
Daniel Sandrin 3-0 3- 12250 0O0- 1 0.0 2- 21000 3 2 517 6 6 1 0 8-0 40-13.3 8 27
Gene Woodard 4-0 1- 7143 1- 2 500 2- 3 66.7 2 9 1128 3 4 1 0 4-0 38 95 5 1.2
Team 3 3 6 0 0
Seattle Pacific 4- 4 107-224 47.8 37-79 46.8 48-71 67.6 50 88 13834.5 66 59 18 19 79- 1 299 74.8
Opponents 4- 4 113- 231 48.9 24-57 42.1 37-55 67.3 43 76 11929.8 63 54 12 22 75-1 287 71.8
— —— First Half ——— — — Second Half —— ———— Game ————

AllFG 58- 117 49.6% 49- 107 458% 107- 224 47.8%

3 PtFG 18- 36 50.0% 19- 43 44.2% 37- 79 46.8%

FT 283- 36 63.9% 25- 35 71.4% 48- 71 67.6%
Deadball Rebounds: Seattle Pacific 11, Opponents 8

Opponent Team Rebounds: 7 — (Offense: 4 Defense: 3)
Technical Fouls: None



