NEWSLETTER OR BULLETIN COPY

50-word version
Can YOU change global poverty?  Interested in gaining tools to make a sustainable impact for impoverished people around the world?  Join World Vision, Global Partnerships and many other organizations - plan to attend The 2009 Microfinance Conference at Seattle Pacific University, May 8-9.
For information and to register, visit spu.edu/microfinance
100-word version:
Can YOU change global poverty?  Impoverished people worldwide are currently living on the edge of existence.  Enter “microfinance” - the practice of providing small loans and other financial services to start or expand small businesses, and generating income that leads to better nutrition, health, and housing. 

On May 8-9, Seattle Pacific University is hosting The 2009 Microfinance Conference. Join Pacific Northwest organizations, including World Vision, Global Partnerships, and Quest Church, and deepen your engagement with microfinance as part of the solution to issues of global poverty.

The time to act is now.

For more information and to register, visit spu.edu/microfinance
150-word version:
Can YOU change global poverty?  Impoverished people worldwide are currently living on the edge of existence.  For the 1.2 billion people who live on incomes of less than $1/day, their vulnerability to natural disasters, diseases, and persistent food shortages is a daily life struggle.

Enter: microfinance.  Microfinance is the practice of providing small-scale loans and other financial services to the poor.  These loans are then used to start or expand small businesses, which generate income that leads to better nutrition, health, and housing. 

On May 8-9, Seattle Pacific University is hosting The 2009 Microfinance Conference.  Held in collaboration with numerous Pacific Northwest organizations, including World Vision, Global Partnerships, SeaMo, and Quest Church, this conference seeks to broaden and deepen our community's engagement with microfinance as one of the solutions to the root causes of global poverty. 

The time to act is now.

For more information and to register, visit spu.edu/microfinance
300-word version (newsletter-relevant):
Can YOU change global poverty?  Impoverished people worldwide are currently living on the edge of existence.  According to the World Bank, there are over 1.2 billion people who live on incomes of less than $1 per day.  The reality of earning such a tiny income brings with it an increased vulnerability to natural disasters, diseases, and other common occurrences we might otherwise view as mere inconveniences in the West.  With rising food prices and contracting economies worldwide, the pressures on these people are increasingly more challenging.

Enter: microfinance.  In basic terms, microfinance is the practice of providing small-scale loans and other financial services to the poor.  Many of these loans are then used to start or expand small businesses, which generate income that leads to better nutrition, health, and housing.  When loans are repaid, the funds are recycled and new recipients begin their journey to an improved quality of life.  For over three decades, microfinance has been restoring dignity and hope to impoverished people around the world by addressing their physical and spiritual needs.

This is where you can help.  On May 8-9, Seattle Pacific University is hosting The 2009 Microfinance Conference: A Pacific Northwest Gathering in Support of Global Development.  Held in collaboration with numerous Pacific Northwest organizations, including World Vision, Global Partnerships, Quest Church, and the Federal Reserve of San Francisco (Seattle regional office), this conference seeks to broaden and deepen our community's engagement with microfinance as one of the solutions to the root causes of global poverty.  In breakout sessions, you'll delve deeper into emerging practices within the field, learn how to start your own small group or ministry on global poverty alleviation, and have the opportunity to network with others like you.

The time to act is now.

For more information and to register, visit spu.edu/microfinance
